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•MEMOIRS  Of  THE  LIFE  AND  CHARACTER  OF  JOHN  RE^DMAN,  M.  D. 

‘‘  Dr.  John  Redman  was  bom  in  Philadelphia,  on  the27lh  of 
February,  1722.  His  parents  early  destined  him  to  fill  one  of  the 
liberal  professions,  for  which  purpose  he  was  sent  to  the  R.ev. 
Mr.  Tcnnent’s  academy,  at  Neshaminey,  in  Bucks  county,  where 
he  acquired  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  I^tin  and  Greek  lan¬ 
guages,  and  a  general  acquaintance  with  such  of  rfe  sciences  as 
were  then  taught  in  public  schools.  His  companiona  and  schooh 
mates  in  this  academy,  were  his  preceptor^s  sons,  the  Rev. 
Gilbert,  William,  and  Charles  Tennent,  the  Rev.  Daniel  Law¬ 
rence,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rogers,  of  New-rYork,  with  all  of  whoni, 
during  their  lives,  he  kept  up  a  friendly  intercourse.  After 
finishing  his  academical  education  he  entered  upon  the  study  of 
physic  with  Dr.  John  Kearsely,  then  one  of  the  most  respectable 
physicians  in  Philadelphia.  He  served  his  master  faithfully,  and 
acquired  during  the  period  of  his  studies,  the  esteem  and  confi¬ 
dence  of  all  his  patients.  After  the  expiration  of  his  apprentice¬ 
ship,  he  went  to  the  island  of  Bermuda,  where  he  exercised  his 
profession  for  several  years,  and  acquired  so  much  money  as 
enabled  him,  with  the  property  he  inherited  from  his  father,  and 
a  small  loan  from  his  relation,  judge  Allen,  to  proceed  from 
thence  to  Europe,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  his  studies  in 
medicine.  He  spent  a  year^in  Edinburgh,  while  the  medical 
school  of  that  city  was  in  the  hands  of  the  first  Monroe,  Sinclai^, 
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A4stt>n9  Plummer,  and  Rutherford.  He  likewise  passed  a  year  in 
attending  Guy’s  Hospital,’* **^  and  some  time  in  attending  lectures, 
dissections,  and  hospitals  in  Paris.  Copies  of  the  lectures  of  the 
above  professors,  and  notes  of  the  cases  which  occurred  in  the 
hospitals,  while  he  attended  them,  are  now  in  the  possession  of 
his  grandson.  Dr.  John  Redman  Coxe,  written  with  singular 
correctness  and  perspicuity.  He  graduated  in  the  University  of 
Leyden,  on  the  15th  of  July,  in  the  year  1748,  under  the  cele¬ 
brated  Albinus,  Gaubius,  and  Musschenbroek,  and  at  a  time 
when  that  seminary  retained  a  large  portion  of  the  reputation  it 
had  derived  from  the  illustrious  name  of  Dr.  Boerhaave.  The 
subject  of  his  inaugural  dissertation  was  “  Abortion,”  which  he 
handled  with  great  learning  and  ingenuity.  Few  better  essays 
upon  that  subject  are  to  be  met  with  in  any  language.  The  con¬ 
clusion  of  this  dissertation  strongly  indicates  the  piety  which  dis¬ 
tinguished  the  early  part  of  his  life : 

Faxit  Deus  Tei'  Opt.  Max.  ut  hxcce  mea  studla  et  conamlna  dirigantur 
in  nominis  sui  gloriam,  proximorumque  salutem.”t 

After  receiving  the  highest  medical  honours  in  his  profession, 
he  returned  to  his  native  country,  and  settled  in  Philadelphia. 
He  soon  succeeded  in  business,  and,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years, 
ranked  among  the  oldest  physicians  in  the  city,  in  point  of  cele¬ 
brity  in  medicine.  For  a  while  he  practised  surgery  and  mid- 
wifer)" ;  but,  finding  the  labours  of  those  branches  of  medicine 
incompatible  with  the  delicacy  of  his  health,  he  declined  them, 
and  confined  himself  exclusively  to  the  practice  of  physic. 

*  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  certificate  of  his  attendance  upon  that 
hospital: 

**  We  think  the  character  of  Dr.  John  Redman  so  much  deserves  oiir 
approbation,  that  it  is  with  pleasure  wc  can  say,  that  after  having  spent  a 
considerable  time  in  the  universities  of  Edinburgh  and  Leyden,  in  which 
last  he  had  the  degree  of  doctor  of  physic  conferred  on  him,  and  made  all 
the  improvements  necessary  to  the  knowledge  of  physic,  he  has  with  great 
application  attended  the  practice  of  this  hospital,  by  which  means  he  has  so 
well  qualified  himself,  that  we  doubt  not  his  future  success  will  answer  to  the 
care  and  pains  he  has  taken  to  desen'c  it. 

(Signed)  - CLARKE,  M.  D. 

Gu/s  Umpital,  CHARS.  FEAKE,  M.  D. 

Feb.  21, 1748-9.  N.  MUNCKLEY,  M.  D. 

t  God  grant  that  my  studies  and  labours  may  be  directed  to  the  glory 
of  his  name,  and  to  the  w  elfare  of  my  neighbours. 


■’i 
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His  principles  in  medicine  were  derived  from  the  writings  nf 
Dr.  Boerhaave,  but  his  practice  was  formed  by  the  rules  of  Dr. 
Sydenham.  He  early  saw  that  the  modes  of  practice  which  were 
recommended  by  that  enlightened  physician,  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  in  England,  were  equally  proper,  in  the  eighteenth  , 
century,  in  America,  from  the  sameness  of  the  manners  of  the ' 
inhabitants  of  both  countries,  in  those  different  periods  of  time. 
He  saw  distinctly  the  truth  of  Dr.  Sydenham's  remarks  upon  the 
laws  of  epidemics,  and  regulated  his  practice  by  them.  He  con¬ 
sidered  a  greater  force  of  medicine  necessary  to  cure  modern 
American,  than  modem  British  diseases,  and  hence  he  was  a  de¬ 
cided  friend  to  depletion  in  all  the  violent  diseases  of  our  country. 
He  bled  freely  in  the  yellow  fever  of  1762,  and  threw  the  weight 
of  his  venerable  name  into  the  scale  of  the  same  remedy  in  the 
year  1793.  In  the  diseases  of  old  age,  he  consKfered  small  and 
frequent  bleedings  as  the  first  of  remedies ;  and  to  them  he  was  in¬ 
debted  for  much  of  the  ease  he  enjoyed  in  his  descent  down  the  hill 
of  life.  Towards  the  close  of  his  life,  he  read  the  works  of  Cullen, 
Brown,  and  several  other  physicians,  who  had  called  in  question 
the  truth  of  Dr.  Boerhaave's  principles  in  medicine.  He  admitted 
their  objections,  and  embraced  some  of  the  modem  opinions  and 
modes  of  practice,  with  the  avidity  of  a  young  man  of  five  and 
twenty.  He  published,  about  the  year  1759,  a  defence  of  inocu¬ 
lation,  and  advised  the  use  of  mercury  to  prepare  the  body  for 
the  reception  of  the  small-j>ox.  He  entertained  a  high  opinion  of 
that  heroic  medicine  in  all  chronic  diseases.  He  gave  it  iii  the 
natural  small-pox,  with  a  view  of  touching  the  salivary  glands 
about  the  lum  of  the  pock,  a  time  in  which  patients  often  die, 
from  the  whole  force  of  the  disease  falling  upon  the  wind-pipe 
and  lungs.  He  introduced  the  use  of  turbeth  mineral  as  an  eme¬ 
tic  in  the  gangrenous  sore  throat  of  1764;  ancl,  such  was  its  effi¬ 
cacy,  that  he  did  not  lose  a  patient  who  took  it  in  the  early  stage 
of  that  epidemic. 

About  the  fortieth  year  of  his  age,  he  was  affiicted  with  an  ab¬ 
scess  in  his  liver,  the  contents  of  which  were  discharged  by  ex*- 
pectoration  through  his  lungs.  He  was  frequently  confined  by 
acute  diseases,  and  suffered  much  from  the  rheumatism 'as  he 
advanced  in  years.  These  facts  are  mentioned  to  show,  that  fre¬ 
quent  attacks  of  violent  diseases,  when  treated  pmperly,  do  not 
prevent  the  attainment  of  extreme  old  age. 


His  fellow-ciliatcns,  anti  his  medical  brethren,  were  not  insen¬ 
sible  of  his  merit.  He  was  elected  one  of  the  physicians  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital  immediately  after  its  establishment,  and 
afterwai'ds  the  first  president  of  the  College  of  Phy’sicians  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia^  He  discharged  the  duties  of  these  stations  faithfully,  and 
reluctantly  retired  from  them,  in  consequence  of  the  weakness 
and  infirmities  of  age.  He  served  as  a  trustee  of  the  colleges  of 
Philadelphia  and  New-Jei*sey  for  many  years,  and  more  than  once 
refused  to  stand  a  candidate  for  a  seat  in  the  legislature  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  before  the  American  revolution. 

He ‘was  faithful  and  punctual  in  his  attendance  upon  his  pa- 
.Uents.  In  a  sick  room  he  possessed  virtues  and  talents  of  a  spe¬ 
cific  kind.  He  suspended  pain  by  his  soothing  manner,  or  chased 
it  away  by  his  conversation,  which  was  occasionally  facetious  and 
full  of  anecdote,  or  serious  and  instructing,  according  to  the 
nature  of  his  patients*  diseases,  or  the  state  of  their  minds.  A 
lady,  whom  he  attended  in  a  fatal  consumption,  said  to  one  of  her 
friends,  that  “  death  had  nothing  terrible  in  it  when  Dr.  Redman 
spoke  to  her  about  it.**  The  respectability  of  his  character  as  a 
physician  will  derive  a  lustre  from  the  histoiy  of  his  domestic 
ttid  religious  character. 

He  married  Miss  Mary  Sobera,  a  lady  of  uncommon  talents  and 
accomplishments  of  mind  and  body,  soon  after  he  settled  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  His  sons 
died  in  their  infancy.  In  the  year  1770,  his  elder  daugHter  mai*- 
ried  Daniel  Coxe,  Esq.  one  of  the  king*s  counsel  of  New-Jersey. 
This  gentleman  adhered  to  the  royal  party  during  the  American 
revolution,  in  consequence  of  which  he  went  to  England,  whither 
he  was  followed  by  his  wife  and  children,  in  the  year  1785.  The 
separation  of  this  daughter  was  to  her  father  a  most  poignant 
affliction.  He  accompanied  her  with  tears  to  the  vessel  that  con¬ 
veyed  her  from  his  sight ;  but  his  distress  was  soon  alleviated  by 
the  suggestions  of  religion.  These  he  expressed  the  next  day  to , 
a  friend,  whom  he  informed,  that  his  mind  had  been  composed 
by  reflecting  upon  the  following  words  of  our  Saviour:  “  He  that  * 
loveth  father  or  mother  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me ;  and 
he  that  loveth  son  or  daughter  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy 
of  me.** 

He  was  remarkably  attached  to  all  the  branches  of  his  family, 
even  to  those  who  were  distantly  related  to  hini,  or  who  were  in 
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ipUigent  circumstances.  His  only  brother,  Joseph  Redman,  for¬ 
merly  a  merchant  in  Philadelphia,  partook  of  his  affections  in  an 
uncommon  degree*  He  died  in' the  autumn  of  l77i>.oThe  doctor' 
sat  in  the  room  with  his  corpse,  while  the  comjjany  were  assem¬ 
bling  to  attend  his  funeral.  Just  before  the  lid  of  his  coffin  con¬ 
cealed  him  for  ever  from  his  sight,  the  doctor  rose  from  his  scat, 
and,  grasping  the  lifeless  hand  of  his  brother,  he  turned  round  to 
his  children,  and  other  relatives  in  the  room,  and  addressed  them 
in  the  following  w’ords :  **  I  declare,  in  the  presence  of  God,  and 
of  this  company,  that,  in  the  whole  course  of  our  lives,  no  angry 
word  nor*  look  has  ever  passed  between  this  dear  brother  and 
me.”  He  then  kneeled  down  by  the  side  of  his  coffin,  and  in  the 
most  fervent  manner,  implored  the  protection  and  favour  of  God 
to-  his  widow  and  children. 

In  the  early  and  middle  stages  of  his  life,  he  was  not  ashamed 
of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  liberally  contributed  to  its  support; 
but  the  evening  of  his  life  was  the  meridian  of  his  piety.  Being 
easy  in  his  circumstances,  and  feeling  the  labours  of  his  profes¬ 
sion  incompatible  with  his  health,  he  early  declined  business ;  but 
it  was  to  engage  in  business  of  another  kind.  He  was  elected  an 
elder  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  church,  in  the  year  1784.  The 
duties  of  this  office  gave  him  both  employment  and  delight.  He 
gave  secretly  and  lil}erally  to  the  poor,  from  a  principle  of  charity, 
and,  when  confined  by  sickness,  he  conveyed  his  bounty  to  them 
by  the  hands  of  a  friend.  He  visited  his  old  patients  regularly  two 
or  three  times  a-year,.  and  always  left  behind  him  some  pious 
remarks,  or  anecdotes,  that  were  not  soon  forgotten.  His  conver¬ 
sation  was  facetious,  animated,  free  from  the  querulousness  of 
old  age,  and  always  seasoned  with  the  grace  of  the  gospel.  In 
his  own  house  he  passed  his  time  chiefly  in  reading  books  of  de¬ 
votion,  and  in  other  religious  exercises.  He  thought  humbly  of 
himself,  and  often  lamented  his  slender  attainments  in  religion. 
For  some  years  before  his  death,  he  heard  and  read  with  difficulty, 
from  the  decay  of  his  hearing  and  eye-sight ;  but,  under  the  pres¬ 
sure  of  these  evils,  he  was  so  far  from  complaining,  that  he  was 
constantly  finding  out  reasons  why  he  should  be  contented  and 
thankful.  Such  was  tlie  natural  cheerfulness  of  his  temper,  that 
upon  serious  subjects  he  was  never  gloomy.  He  spoke  often  of 
death,  and  of  tlie  scenes  which  await  the  soul  after  its  separation 
from  the  body,  with  the  same  composure  that  some  men  speak 


of  goin^  to  bed,  or  visiting  a  new  and  pleasant  country.  It  re¬ 
mains  only  to  be  added '  under  this  head,  that  he  was  a  stranger 
to  bigotry,  and  that  he  often  worshipped  with  sects  of  Christians 
that  differed  in  principle  and  forms  from  the  one  with  which  he 
was. united.  * 

With  all  the  virtues  and  piety  which  have  been  ascribed  to 
him,  it  would  be  unjust  to  conceal,  that  he  possessed,  in  the 
early  and  middle  stages  of  life,  a  quick  and  irritable  temper.  But 
the  sun  never  went  down  upon  his  anger;  and  to  his  pupils  and 
jicn^ants,  he  lias  been  known  to  make  acknowledgments  for  even 
a  hasty  expression.  The  admission  of  this  infirmity  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  Dr.  Redman  will  make  it  necessary  to  distinguish  be¬ 
tween  a  passionate  temper,  and  a  bad  disposition.  The  former  is 
a  transient  emotion,  and  often  exists  with  candour,  sincerity,  and 
benevolence.  The  latter  is  a  settled  principle,  and  vents  itself  in 
cool  and  protracted  acts  of  malice  and  revenge. 

In  the  month  of  December,  1806,  his  younger  daughter  died. 
She  had  lived  with  her  parents  for  fifty  years,  and  secluded  her¬ 
self  from  society,  in  oixier  to  soothe  their  declining  years.  Her 
death  left  them  in  a  state  of  the  most  distressing  solitude,  and  at 
a  time  when  they  were  least  able  to  bear  it.  His  cider  daughter, 
who  had  been  separated  from  him  nearly  four  and  twenty  years, 
upon  hearing  of  the  death  of  her  sister,  immediately  tore  herself 
from  her  husband  and  children,  and  crossed  the  ocean,  to  alle¬ 
viate,  by  her  presence,  the  grief  of  her  bereaved  parents.  Her 
arrival  exhibited  a  scene  of  joy  such  as  seldom  occurs  in  domes¬ 
tic  history.  The  good  old  man  said  to  a  friend,  upon  this  occa¬ 
sion,  ‘‘that  he  had  formerly  owed  ten  thousand  talents  to  his 
Maker,  but  that  his  debt  had  increased  so  much  by  the  arrival  of 
his  daughter,  that  he  was  determined  to  become  bankrupt,  and 
throw  himself  entirely,  upon  the  mercy  of  his  divine  creditor.” 
The  lamp  of  life,  which  was  nearly  extinguished  in  him  and  his 
wife,  suddenly  blazed  forth  upon  this  occasion ;  but  it  was  only 
to  consume  the  oil  which  fed  it,  with  the  more  rapidity.  Mrs. 
Redman  died  on  the  29th  of  November,  two  months  after  the 
sight  of  her  daughter,  in  the  eighty -fourth  year  of  her  age.  The 
distress  occasioned  by  this  event  was  severely  felt  by  her  husband. 
They  had  passed  nearly  sixty  years  together,  in  the  most  unin¬ 
terrupted  harmony.  She  his  best  fnend,  and  wisest  counsel¬ 
lor,  in  all  the  trials  and  difficulties  of  his  life. 


His  aiTections  now  centered  themselves  wholly  in  his  surviving 
daughter ;  but  time  and  nature  forbade  the  long  duration  of  this 
last  portion  of  social  happiness.  On  Friday,  the  18th  of  March, 
he  took  a  walk  to  his  grandson’s.  In  the  afternoon,  he  discovered 
an  unusual  degree  of  sprightliness  in  his  conversation.  After 
di'inking  tea,  he  rose  to  light  a  candle,  in  order  to  go  into  an  ad¬ 
joining  ixx>m.  In  attempting  to  walk,  he  staggered,  and  was  led 
to  a  chair  by  his  daughter.  He  squeezed  her  hand,  and  gave  her 
a  look  which  indicated  his  belief,  that  the  time  of  his  departure 
had  arrived.  His  disease  immediately  assumed  all  the  symptoms 
of  apoplexy,  of  which  he  died  without  pain,  and  apparently  with¬ 
out  the  least  consciousness  of  his  situation,  about  five  o’clock  the 
next  day,  aged  eighty -six  years  and  twenty  days.  It  would  seem, 
from  the  easy  manner  in  which  he  expired,  that  the  messenger 
pf  death  had  been  instructed  to  blindfold  him,  in  order  to  conceal 
from  his  view  the  dreary  objects  which  sometimes  surround  the 
passage  out  of  life. 

He  was  buried,  at  his  request,  in  the  presbyterian  church-yard, 
in  Arch-street,  exactly  in  the  same  spot  in  which  his  mother  had 
been  intered  fifty  years  before  him.  This  attachment  to  the  dust 
of  our  ancestors,  though  a  deep  seated  principle  in  human  nature, 
is  seldom  felt,  except  in  old  age,  or  in  the  hour  of  death.  Its  ex¬ 
tent  is  universal.  Its  final  cause  is  no  doubt  a  wise  one,  but  this 
is  not  the  place  to  inquire  into  it. 

To  those  who  may  read  the  account  that  has  been  given  of  this 
excellent  physician,  and  eminent  Christian,  without  knowing  him, 
it  may  not  be  amiss  to  add,  that  he  was  somewhat  below  the 
middle  stkture;  his  complexion  was  dark,  his  eyes  black  and 
uncommonly  animated;  and  his  manner,  both  in  gesture  and. 
speech,  such  as  indicated  a  mind  always  busy,  and  teeming  with 
new  and  original  conceptions  of  human  and  divine  things.” 

I  Medical  and  Philosofihicat  Rej^Uter, 


RELIGIOUS  AND  MORAL  ESSAYS. 


Mr.  Editor, 

The  following  essay  was  found  among  the  manuscripts  of  the 
late  Dr.  Redman.  You  will  oblige  a  number  of  your  readers 
by  inserting  it  in  your  magazine.  It  exhibits  the  style  of  the 
doctor’s  conversation  in  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  in  a  very 
lively  manner ;  and  he  has  himself,  at  the  close,  made  all  the 
apology  which  it  is  believed  the  composition  requires.  The 
doctor  was  in  all  respects  a  pupil  of  the  oid  school. 

THE  PINNACLE  OF  HONOUR : 

A  moral  meditation  thereon. 

Not  long  since  musing  on  that  usual  English  phrase,  “  the 
Pinnacle  of  Honour,”  occasioned  probably  by  the  late  promotion 
of  some  worthy  friends  in  the  civil  line,  1  was  induced  by  curiosity 
to  look  into  Ainsworth’s  dictionary  for  the  construction  of  it.  In 
the  English  part  thereof,  I  found  the  word  pinnacle,  rendered  Fat- 
tigium  or  Pinna  ;  and  the  words.  Pinnacle  of  Honour,  Honorum 
Summus  gradus.  Then  reversing  my  inquiry,  I  found  the  Latin 
word  Pinnay  to  denote  a  feather,  or  plume  of  a  helmet ;  and  Fat- 
tigium  to  signify  the  top  of  a  thing,  or  the  bottom  or  depth  of  it, 
as  of  a  pit.  Well,  thought  I,  this  must  surely  have  some  meaning 
in  it,  and  I  could  find  none  so  suitable,  as  to  suppose  it  meant 
that  Honour,  in  itself,  is  but  like  a  feather  in  a  cap,  easily  blown 
away  upwards  or  downwards,  and  requires  something  more  to 
give  it  weight,  and  worth.  If  it  is  ill  earned,  it  is  truly  light  as  a 
feather,  and  as  lightly  to  be  esteemed.  If  well  earned,  it  must  be 
joined  to  the  helmet  to  give  it  weight  and  stability,  which  may 
denote  the  necessity  of  contending  with  might  and  mind  before 
it  can  be  obtained ;  and  also  that  when  obtained,  by  its  weighty 
adjuncts  it  may  oftimes  cause  the  head  to  ache,  and  sometimes 
the  heart  too,  to  preserve  it  inviolate,  or  to  ensure  its  continuance. 
If  we  add  hereunto  that  according  to  the  woixi  Fastigiumy  it  may 
denote  that  the  higher  one  rises,  and  particularly  should  he  gain 
the  Summum  gradum  Hohorisy  if  he  falls,  thrust  down  by  the 
powerful  opposition  of  others,  or  for  want  of  proper  balance  in 
himself,  or  sufficient  wisdom,  virtue,  fortitude  and  goodness,  to 
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Gidiintel'poise  md  keep  him  steady  and  firm  in  his  purpose  and 
conduct  uhder  the  weight  and  importance  of  business,  or  to  re^ 
sist  the  impetuous  breath  from  the  trumpet  of  fame,  or  the  ruder 
blasts  of  obUquy^  Or  to  keep  his  head  from  being  giddy  when 
raised  hig^  in  the  mr  of  popularity ;  in  that  case  his  descent  may 
be  proportionaidy  rapid  and  the  depth  thereof  so  much  the 
greater,  and  consequently  the  injury  to  his  feelings  the  more 
pungent  or  fatal;  especially  when  we  consider  that  if  he  is  over¬ 
turned  by  his  own  action  or  by  the  re-action  of  others,  he  may, 
from  the  weight  of  his  helmet  and  the  lightness  of  his  plume^ 
go  head  foremost  till  he  arrives  at  the  pit  of  destruction.  Such 
was  the  case  with  ordinals  Woolsey  and  Beaton,  and  sir  John 
Dudley,  descrrecHy;  and  with  the  bishops  Ridley  and  Latimer  and 
sir  Thomas  Moore,  undeservedly.  See  British  Plutarch  vol.  1. 
Hence  we  may  learn  that  temporal  honour,  even  the  aummu0 
grddus  of  it,  is  not  the  aummum  bpnum;  and  tliat  even  virtue  or 
piety  itself  cannot  always  secure  or  preserve  it,  though  it  may 
and  will  always  console  for  the  loss  of  it ;  and  that  it  is  only  by 
seeking  the  honour  which  comes  from  God,  (John  v.  44.) 
that  we  can  arrive  to  that  which  is  the  trviest  and  best ;  and  this 
we  can  only  obtain  by  making  God’s  glory  our  laat  end,  his  word 
our  rule,  his  service  and  the  good  of  man  our  constant  and  most 
delightful  study  and  employment,  which  is  the  real  aumTnum 
bonutn  ct  vera  venuataa.  All  which  considerations  brought  to 
my  mind  those  cmphatkal  lines  of  Dr.  Young,  in  his  Night 
Thoughts. 

**  Bliss!  sublunary  bliss!  proud  words  and  vain: 

Implick  treason  to  divine  decree! 

A  bold  invasion  of  the  rights  of  heaven! 

I  cUsp’d  the  phantoms,  and  1  found  them  air. 

keligion!  thou  the  soul  of  happiness; 

And  groaning  Calvary  of  thee!  there  shine 

The  noblest  truths;  there  strongest  motives  sting! 

A  Christian  is  the  highest  stile  of  man.” 

And  thus  1  was  led  at  length  to  recollect  that  I  had  read  in 
the  New  Testament  of  the  pinnacle  of  the  temple,  and  found  it 
In  Matt.  iv.  and  Luke  iv.  which  from  tho  occasion  of  it,  being 
the  temptation  of  our  Saviour  by  satan,  I  Vvas  induced  to  pursue 
my  contemplation  thereon.  For  though  it  is  not  there  mentioned 
in  express  terms  that  there  is  any  connexion  between  the  pinn3- 
VoL.  II.  AVw  Seri^a.  31 
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cle  of  the  temple,  and  the  Pinnacle  of  Honour,  yet  by  implication 
(as  under  the  theocracy  the  temple  was  considered  as  most 
honourable)  it  mi^ht  have  some  spiritual  ot*  allegorical  refer- 
rence  thereto.  Under  this  view,  and  considering  that  every  part 
of  our  blessed  Lord^s  life  was  intended  not  only  for  our  redemp¬ 
tion,  but  for  our  example,  and  therefore,  in  every  instance  thereof, 
his  situation  was  probably  such  as. we  might  some  time  or  other 
in  some  degree  be  placed  in,  and  that  our  only  security  would 
be  by  looking  to  him  for  help,  and  imitating  him  as  far  as  imitable 
by  us considering  also  that  all  scripture  is  given  by  inspiration 
and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  reproof,  correction,  and  instruction 
in  righteousness,  I  could  not  but  think  that  this  would  elucidate 
my  subject  with  a  clearcr  and  stronger  light,  and  be  more  effi¬ 
cacious  for  the  purposes  thereof,  than  the  former  part  of  my 
inquiry. 

Upon  the  whole  I  was  led  to  suppose,  that  our  Lord’s  being 
placed,  with  the  permission  of  heaven,  on  the  pinnacle  of  the 
^  temple,  by  satan  in  his  temptation,  might  be  intended  to  repre¬ 
sent  to  us  that  the  post  of  honour  in  church  or  state,  was  not 
only  a  place  of  great  trust,  but  of  great  temptation  or  trial ;  also 
that  in  every  such  trying  situation,  satan  is  or  may  be,  as  David 
says,  at  our  right  hand;  and  also  that  from  the  purport  of  the  temp¬ 
tation  «  If  thou  be  the  son  of  God  cast  thyself  down,”  and  from 
o\ir  Lord’s  answer,  “  Thou  shalt  not  tempt  the  Lord  thy  Grod 
his  greatest  assault  is  from  the  engine  of  presumption,  either  to 
count  the  exaltation  a  certain  mark  of  divine  favour,  or  to  lead  us 
to  place  too  much  dependence  on  ourselves,  both  which  are  unjust 
and  criminal.  For  if  our  eye  be  not  properly  directed  to  divine  pro¬ 
vidence  in  the  affair,  by  which  alone  presumption  can  be  pre¬ 
vented  or  corrected,  as  this  presumption  will  lead  the  way  to,  so 
it  may  terminate  our  fall  fatally  at  last.  See  Daniel  chap.  4th  and 
5th.  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in  these  sentiments  from  con¬ 
sidering  that  when  satan  had  failed  in  this  temptation,  he  then 
took  our  Lord  from  thence  to  an  exceeding  high  mountain  and 
showed  him  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  and  the  glory  thereof, 
and  said  all  these  will  I  give  thee  if  thou  wrilt  fall  down  and 
worship  me.  All  which,  I  presume,  may  be  intended  to  represent 
how  quick  our  minds  may  be  transported  from  celestial  to  ter¬ 
restrial  objects,  and  how  strongly  our  natures  are  attracted  to 
earthly  enjoyments,  and  how  great  is  their  ascendency  over  our 
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aflections  ;  and  also  that  when  we  are  raised  hi^h  in  the  prospect 
or  possession  of  temporal  riches  and  honours,  the  great  tcmpti-  » 
tion  is  to  idolatry^i pride  and  avarice  ;  or  to  misimpi'ovement  by 
too  much  self  gratification  and  too  little  regard  to  others ;  or  by 
ascribing  them  to  our  own  wisdom  and  power;  or  to  Fortune, 
which  if  considered  as  distinct  from  providence,  is  an  imp  of 
hell ;  or  by  too  great  attachment  to  and  love  for  them,  so  as  to 
neglect  or  reject  the  ‘‘one  thing  needful,”  and  place  them 
highest  in  our  hearts,  in  the  room  thereof. 

1  shall  now  conclude  with  a  few  serious  remarks  or  inferences 
that  occurred  to  me  from  the  preceding  reflections,  viz.  That 
every  high  station  is  a  dangerous  situation,  as  being  attended 
with  great  and  peculiar  temptations  or  trials ;  that  in  such  state 
above  all  others,  (though  somewhat  necessary  in  ail  conditions) 
we  need  great  and  constant  watchfulness  against  our  grand  ad¬ 
versary,  \yho  “  goeth  about  seeking  whom  he  may  devour.”  That 
though  satan  is  always  ready  and  willing  to  assault  us,  he  may 
sometimes  be  accused  falsely,  and  our  o^vn  minds  may  supply 
his  place,  and  therefore  that  they  need  equally  to  be  watched ; 
especially  considering  that  without  their  consent,  his  attempts 
will  be  vain  and  fruitless.  Further,  that  in  every  temptation,  the 
word  of  truth  is  our  most  sure  defence,  and  therefore  styled  “  the 
sword  of  the  Spirit,”  and  that  though  satan  should  endeavour 
cunningly  to  pervert  the  same  to  delude  and  deceive  us,  we  may, 
by  proper  management,  conquer  him  with  his  own  weapon,  as 
our  Saviour  did.  Moreover,  that  our  best  security  against  temp¬ 
tation,  and  only  certain  way  to  extricate  ourselves  when  led 
thereinto  by  satan  or  our  own  lusts,  is,  in  imitation  of  our  blessed 
Lord,  to  determine  at  once  to  worship  the  I^.oi'd  our  God,  and  that 
him  only  will  we  serve.  In  so  doing  truly,  we  shall  soon  make 
our  spiritual  enemies  leave  and  flee  from  us,  and  find  ourselves 
happy  in  the  guardianship  of  angels,  as  we  are  told  was  the  case 
with  our  Saviour,  in  Matt.  iv.  10,  11. 

But  I  must  yet  add,  that  in  every  temptation,  in  order  to  re¬ 
sist  properly,  fight  effectually,  and  conquer  thoroughly,  we  need 
and  must  seek  for  that  wisdom  which  is  from  above,  and  that 
grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  our  surest  advocate  and 
intercessor,  and  in  whom  are  treasured  up  unsearchable  riches 
of  grace,  on  purpose  to  be  communicated  to  all  who  n^ed  and 


property  apply  for  it,  by  which  alone  wc  can  be  completely  vie., 
tor^ous. 

This  grace,  accordingly,  I  now  humbly  implorc  the  God  of  all 
grace,  and  giver  of  every  good  ai^d  perfect  gift,  In  his  infinite 
mercy  to  grant  unto  all  my  friends,  and  as  in  duty  bound,  even 
xny  enemies,  whether  in  honour  or  dishonour,  in  good  or  in  evil 
report,  that  they  may  so  walk  as  never  to  ‘‘  be  weary  in  well 
doing,’’  so  run  as  to  obtain  the  prize,  and  so  fight  as  to  conquer ; 
yea  become  more  than  conquerors  over  the  world,  the  flesh  and 
the  dertl,  through  him  that  loved  and  gave  himself  for  us,  that 
he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  us  unto  him¬ 
self  a  peculiar  people  zealous  of  good  works ;  and  that  when  the 
awfid  time  arrives  which  none,  be  they  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor, 
can  avpid  or  evade,  in  which  they  must  give  an  account  of  their 
stewardship,  they  may  do  it  with  joy  and  not  with  grief;  and  may 
finally  be  admitted  into  those  mansions  of  real,  substantial  and 
eternal  bliss,  honour  and  glor)",  w  hich  Christ  has  purchased  and 
prepared  for  all  those  that  love,  fear  and  obey  him ;  there  to  join 
the  choir  of  angels  and  archangels,  and  the  spirits  of  just  men 
made  perfect,  in  singing  the  song  of  Moses  and  the  Lamb  for  re¬ 
deeming  love ;  and  that  at  the  day  of  final  judgment  they  may 
receive  the  triumphant  plaudit  of  their  Almighty  Judge,  Well 
done  thou  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of 
thy  Lord.”  Amen  and  amen. 

Wrote  in  the  midst  of  many  avocations  and  interruptions, 
which  prevented  time  for  tnmscnbing  or  correcting,  and  there¬ 
fore  unfit:  to  be  seen  by  any  but  those  whose  friendship  or  can¬ 
dour  can  overlook  or  cover  a  multitude  of  faults  in  writing,  so 
natural  to  most,  and,  especially  to  one  who  can  properly  style 
himself,  SENEX. 


Mr.  Editor, 

In  the  magazine  I  see  a  “  Plan  for  the  establishment  of  Praying 
Societies.”  May  some  such  plan  be  univcmally  adopted,  not  only 
by  your  churches  in  the  city,  but  by  our  congregations  in  the 
country !  its  adoption  might  be  to  them,  and  to  us,  the  beginning 
of  months;  and  for  q  rnemorial.  Pleased  with  the  prospect,  I  send 
^you  a  few  thoughts  on  the  general  subject,  without  any  local  allu¬ 
sion,  or  any  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  plan  suggested.  That 


X  may  pay  some  to  method,  let  me  briefiy  treat  the'&uh*  ||l 

ject  as  connected  with  precept,  example,  cncoumgement, 
lions,  and  conclusion.  „ 

PRECEPT. 

Quotations  need  not  be  multiplied.  The  apostolical  precept 
in  Heb.  x.  24,  25.  is  in  point,  and  is  of  itself  sufficient.  Of  the 
common  application  of  the  apostle’s  words  to  public  worshipping 
assemblies  I  am  aware ;  nor  would  I  exclude  this  application. 

To  assemble  regularly  for  the  public  worship  of  Goo  is  a  duty, 
the  neglect  of  which  i|>  not  more  common  in  our  times  than  it  is 
inconsistent  with  the  Christian  character.  But  that  the  apostle  had 
not  public  woi'shipping  assemblies  immediately  in  view  I  am 
convinced.  For  dissenting  fix>m  the  common  interpretation  I  have 
two  reasons ;  the  improbability  that  many,  if  any,  of  the  members  ^ 
of  the  apostolical  churches  would  allow  themselves  to  withdraw  f 
from  the  public  ordinances;  and  the  object  of  the  assemWing/^ 
which  the  apostle  inculcates. 

That  many,  if  any,  of  the  members  of  the  apostolical  churches 
would  allow  themselves  to  withdraw  fi'om  the  public  ordinances 
is  improbable.  The  sacrod  Ustory  of  their  exemplary  behaviour 
forbids  the  supposition.  That  the  hi*st  chiistians  were  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  the  apostles ;  that  the  gospel  was  preached 
to  them,  not  only  in  great  purity  and  plenty,  but  with  signal  effi¬ 
cacy  and  success;  that  for  it  they  felt  a  peculiar  relish;  that 
among  them  there  were  comparatively  few,  very  few  hypocrites; 
and  that,  under  all  their  misapprehensions  or  mistakes  in  relation 
to  the  former  ceremonial  distinction  between  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
they  had  for  one  another  the  most  unfeigned  and  affectionate  re¬ 
gard,  arc  truths,  which  arc  all  either  certainly  known  from  the 
New  Testament,  or  plainly  supposed  from  the  acknowledged 
state  of  things.  These  considered,  is  it  probable,  that  many,  if 
any,  of  the  members  of  the  apostolical  churches  would  allow 
themselves  to  withdraw  from  the  public  ordinances?  But  for  a 
less  regular  attendance  on  private  meetings  for  prayer  and  Chris¬ 
tian  fellowsliip,  some  of  them,  perhaps,  were  reprohensiblc. 

Beoide^y  the  object  of  the  assembling,  which  the  apostle  incul¬ 
cates,  appears  to  decide  in  favour  of  our  interpretation.**  It that 
Christians  may  exhort  one  another;  or,  as  expressed  in  the  24rA 
verse,  that  they  may  cofiMer  one  anothery  to  provoke  unto  /0T»r, 


and  to  i^ood  works.  Though  the  words  one  another^  after  the  word  ’ 
exhort^  are  supplied  by  our  translators,  the  omission  of  them 
would  not  vary  the  sense;  as  they  are  obviously  understood.  The 
apostle  speaks  not  in  the  first  person;  not  in  the  singular  num¬ 
ber;  not  to  some  of  the  Hebrew  Christians  to  the  exclusion  of 
others.  If  in  public  the  minister  only  speaks,  and  the  other 
members  of  the  church  are  hearers.  Whether  is  it  in  public  wor¬ 
shipping  assemblies,  or  in  piiyate  societies  that  Christians  in 
g^encral  enjoy  an  opportunity  of  exhorting  one  another^  From  the 
import  of  the  word  which  the  apostle  uses,  this  interpretation 
receives  additional  strength.  For  the  word  exhort y  any  of  the 
following  words  may  fairly  be  substituted  in  an  English  transla¬ 
tion;  instructy  directy  counsely  re/irovey  comfort.  Are  the  duties, 
which  are  here  implied,  incumbent  on  none  but  the  ministers  of 
the  sanctuary  ?  Their  obligation  on  others  must  be  admitted.  Let 
it  not,  then,  be  said  that  the  apostle  confines  the  duties  to  occa¬ 
sional  and  accidental  meetings  in  the  house,  or  in  the  fields,  or 
by  the  way.  Something  stated  evidently  is  intended ;  something 
commensurate,  indeed,  with  all  our  opportunities,  but  assuming 
a  regular  form ;  something  worthy  o#  the  awful  and  sublime  mo¬ 
tive  subjoined ;  the  day  is  afiproaching. — The  day  of  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  Jerusalem  is  past;  but  the  great  day  of  dread  .decision  is 
at  hand. 

EXAMPLE. 

Does  precept  instruct?  Example  constrains.  The  practice,  for 
which  we  contend,  is  an  ancient  practice,  I  had  almost  said  an 
antiquated  practice ;  as  it  certainly  is  in  too  many  places.  Spirits 
of  just  men  made  perfect  around  the  Throne  !  did  you  not,  while 
in  the  house  of  your  pilgrimage,  assemble  in  this  way,  more  or 
less  frequently  as  circumstances  required  or  permitted,  for  your 
mutual  edification  to  the  glory  ofGon?— The  two  following  exam¬ 
ples  may  be  selected. 

The  may  be  taken  from  Psalm  cxxxvii.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6. 

By  the  rivers  of  Babylon  there  we  sat  down ;  yea,  we  wept, 
when  we  remembered  Zion.  We  hanged  our  harps  uj>on  the 
willows  in  the  midst  thereof.  For  there  they  that  carried  us  away 
captive  required  of  us  a  song ;  and  they  that  wasted  us  required 
efus  mirth,  sayingy  Sing  us  one  of  the  songs  of  Zion.  How  shall 
we  sing  the  Lord’s  song  in  a  strange  land?  If  I  forget  thee,  O 
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Jerusalem)  let  my  right  hand  forget  htr  cunning.  If  I  do  nol  re¬ 
member  thee,  let  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth ;  if 
I  prefer  not  Jerusalem  above  my  chief  joy.*'  Such  were  the  plain¬ 
tive  strains  of  the  Jews  of  the  captivity.  I  say  of  the  captivity : 
for,  though  the  psalm  has  no  title  prefixed  to  ascertain  either 
its  writer,  or  when  it  was  written,  the  contents  plainly  fix  tho 
period  to  which  it  refers.  Have  we  not  here  one  of  the  examples 
of  the  societies  for  which  we  plead,  and  which  have  obtained 
in  all  the  past  periods  of  the  church !  I  am  able  to  think  of 
only  three  considerations,  which  can,  with  any  show  of  reason, 
be  objected  to  this  application  of  the  psalm ;  1st,  that  the  exer¬ 
cises  of  tlic  devout  Jews  recorded  in  it  are  not  of  the  ordinary, 
but  of  the  extraordinary  kind ;  2d,  that  it  relates  to  assemblies 
for  public  worship  rather  than  to  praying  societies;  3d,  that^ 
supposing  it  to  relate  to  such  societies,  it  proves  no  more  thm 
their  warrantableness,  expediency,  and  usefulness  in  a  broken 
and  scattered  state  of  the  church.  On  these  objections  let  the 
following  remarks  be  considered : 

That,  during  the  captivity,  there  was  a  loud  call  to  fasting 
personal  and  social ;  that  the  neglect  of  a  duty  so  suitable  to  their 
afilicted  circumstances  is  improbable ;  and  that  the  psalm,  from, 
first  to  last,  wears  an  air  of  lamentation  I  freely  acknorwledge. 
They  *a>ept  when  they  remembered  Zion ;  but  of  fasting  there  is 
not,  in  the  psalm,  the  smallest  intimation.  Do  not  the  exercises 
recorded  in  it  appear  to  be  of  the  ordinary  kind?  Is  it  not  evi¬ 
dent  that  the  devout  Jews  were  frequently  employed  in  the 
manner  represented  ?  In  all  our  religious  duties  may  we  not  con¬ 
sider,  ought  we  not  to  consider,  the  state  of  the  church,  and  to 
accommodate  to  it  our  devotional  exercises  ?  If  there  are  respects, 
in  which  the  duties  of  an  ordinary  and  an  extraordinary  occasion 
differ,  are  there  not  many  other  views,  in  which  they  coincide  ? 

That  the  Jews  in  Babylon  wholly  neglected  the  observation 
of  the  sabbath  is  not  credible.  Though  the  solemnization  of  the 
more  sacred  parts  of  their  worship,  subsequently  to  the  days  of 
David,  was  confined  to  Jerusalem,  they  had  liberty  to  perform 
its  inferior  parts  in  other  places.  In  their  synagogues  they  read 
and  heard  and  expounded  the  scriptures.  But  whether  they  were 
permitted  to  assemble  statedly  for  public  worship  in  Babylon  is 
doubtful.  I  shall,  however,  suppose  that  they  were  permitted. 


The  instance  under  review  haa  not  the  leaat  apf>earance  'of  a  ° 
promiscuous  assembly  for  puWe  worship ;  but  rather  of  a 
meeting  of  select  persons  in  a  retired  place  for  devotional  pur¬ 
poses. 

In  a  broken  and  scattered  state  of  the  church  there,  doubtless, 
Is  the  greater  need  for  assiduous  attention  to  social  meetings  for 
prayer,  reading  the  holy  scriptures,  and  conversing  with  one 
another  on  religious  topics  j  and,  should  we  be  deprived  of  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  assembling  in  the  house  of  God,  the  psalm  presents 
to  our  view  an  example  worthy  of  imitation.  But,  because  the 
devout  Jews  associated  for  prayer  and  conversation,  when  they 
were  banished  from  the  public  ordinances,  shall  we  conclude 
that  this  was  neither  their  duty,  nor  their  approved  practice  when 
under  more  favourable  circumstances  ?  The  conclusion  is  inad¬ 
missible  since  we  find  instances  in  the  scriptures,  of  similar 
associations,  in  times  of  an  administration  of  all  the  public  ordi¬ 
nances  the  purest  and  the  most  plentiful. 

To  these  suppositions  oppose  the  filace^  in  which  the  pious 
Jews  of  the  captivity  met ;  and  their  employment  in  the  shades  of 
retirement. 

They  met  by  the  rivers  of  Babylon.  By  Babylon,  in  this  con¬ 
nexion,  we  may  understand  either  the  celebrated  capital  of  Chal¬ 
dea,  or  the  territory  surrounding  the  metropolis.  If  the  oVy,  the 
rivers  ir*iist  signify  the  Euphrates,  which  divided  the  capital  into 
two  great  parts ;  called  rivers  to  designate,  perhaps,  the  differ¬ 
ent  branches  of  that  large  and  famous  stream.  If  the  territory, 
then  rivers  may  denote  the  several  streams,  which  meandered 
through  the  plain  of  Shrnar.  The  Jews,  it  appears,  chose  the 
banks  of  rivers,  shaded  by  friendly  trees,  as  the  most  retired 
places  for  their  devotions.  They  assembled,  not  promiscuously 
with  others  in  a  public  place,  but  in  a  sequestered  situation, 
apart  from  the  throng ;  where  there  was  the  least  danger  of  in¬ 
terruption,  and  where  their  mournful  strains  might  flow  unheard 
by  the  profane. 

What  was  the  employment  ?  Like  many  other  things,  it  is  re¬ 
corded  in  the  scriptures  in  a  summary  manner.  In  general,  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  consist  of  two  points;  conversation  and  prayer;  having 
nothing  of  the  aspect  of  public  worship,  as  conducted  in  their 
synagogues.  Of  one,  or  two,  or  three  occupying  the  place,  and 
performing  the  office  of  public  teachers,  we  read  nothing  in  tb® 
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pgSdm.  The  psalm  evidently  is  colloquial.  Reviewing  it,  we  thiftk 
of  a  number  of  persons,  considered  as  speakers  by  rotation; 
holding  free  conversation  on  the  af^cted  state  of  the  church,  and 
uniting  in  fervent  supplications  to  their  God.  To  each  other 
they  repeat  the  insults  of  their  enemies,  ver.  3.  Rehearse  the 
manner  in  which  they  repelled  their  insolent  demand,  ver.  4. 
Condole  with  each  other,  and  pathetically  bewail  the  misery  of 
Jerusalem  and  the. temple.  They  remembered  th®  Lord  afar 
Qff\  and  Jerusalem  came  into  their  minds;  agreeably  to  the  call  in 
Jer.  li.  50. 

The  second  example  may  be  taken  from  Mai.  iii.  1 6.  ‘‘  Then 
they  that  feared  the  Lord  spake  often  one  to  another ;  and  the 
Loro  hearkened,  and  heard  it:  and  a  book  of  remembrance  was 
written  before  him,  for  them  that  feared  the  Lord,  and  that 
thought  upon  his  name.” 

The  complexion  of  the  times,  in  which  the  prophet  lived,  is 
intimated.  The  word  theuy  refers  to  the  preceding  part  of  the 
chapter;  particularly  to  verses  IS,  14,  15  ;  in  which  there  is  an 
ufTecting  description  of  the  almost  universal  degeneracy  of  those 
days.  Hence  such  reflections  as  the  following  ought  to  arise  in 
our  minds ;  that,  when  religion  is  in  general  disrepute,  we  must 
not,  on  this  account,  renounce  the  profession  or  practice  of  it ; 
that  though  meetings  for  prayer  and  spiritual  conversation  are 
shamefully  neglected  by  Christians  of  all  denominations,  this  is 
no  excuse  for  our  neglecting  them ;  that  the  observation  of  social 
meetings  for  such  ends  is  one  of  the  many  means,  which  we  are 
called  to  use  for  obtaining  a  revival  of  religion;  and  that  the 
general  disuse  of  these  associations  in  our  churches  is  to  be  re¬ 
garded  as  one  of  the  alarming  and  threatening  signs  of  the  times. 
Frequent, complaints  of  the  low  state  of  religion  we  hear  made; 
nay,  we  ourselves  make?  But  are  our  exertions  proportioned  to 
our  complaints.  The  complaint  of  one,  who  never  complains  in 
vain,  it  becomes  us  deeply  to  ponder,  ver.  7. 

Of  the  persons,  who,  in  the  days  of  Malachi,  left  us  an  example 
so  worthy  of  imitation,  there  is  a  description.  'TYity  feared  the 
Ix)RD,  and  thought  ufion  his  name;  His  name  as  it  is  revealed  in  the 
scriptures,  and  known  in  Israel.  Psalm  Ixxvi.  1 .  The  name  of  God 
IN  Christ,  how  glorious,  how  precious,  how  encouraging!  What 
ift  his  name^  and  xvhat  is  his  Son's  name?  was  Agur’s  question. 

VoL.  II.  Atw  Series,  22 


Those  who  mast  frequently  mak6  it  the  subject  of  deep  medita¬ 
tion  can  best  telt. 


The  sacred  employment  of  the  fearers  of  the  Lord^  in  the 
days  of  the  prophet,  is  recorded.  They  sftake  one  to  anothet.  Only 
olie  of  the  objects  of  their  associating  is  mentioned.  But  the 
other  parts  of  their  employment  are  understood.  What  they  said 
to  one  another  we  are  not  informed.  But  to  conjecture  nothing 
,  is  left.  Knowing  what  they  thought y  the  conclusion  is  easy. 

Nor  has  the  prophet  omitted  to  record  the  freqttency  of  their 
^  meetings.  They  spake  often  one  to  another.  How  often  we  are 
hot  told ;  nor  shall  I  pretend  to  determine  how  often  Christians 
should  meet.  The  frequency  must  depend,  in  some  measure, 
upon  the  variation  of  circumstances.  Some  can,  without  inconve¬ 
nience,  assemble,  and,  of  course,  ought  to  assemble  more  fre¬ 
quently  than  others,  who  possess  not  the  same  advantages. 

ENCOURAGEMENT. 

It  is  justly  observed  that  “  every  blessing  bestowed  on  the 
church  of  Christ  is  the  fruit  of  an  absolute  promise and  that 
between  prayer  and  promised  blessings  there  is  an  established 
connexion.  Addressing  the  throne  of  grace,  our  hearts  and  our 
mouths  should  be  full  of  the  promises ;  which  are  all  yea^  and 
amen  in  Christ  to  the  glory  of  God  by  us.  Our  divine  Lord’s 
words  in  Matt,  xviii.  19,  20.  have  been  understood  to  refer  to 
^  ecclesiastical  officers,  acting  in  their  judicial  character;  agreeably 
to  the  preceding  context.  But  the  patrons  of  this  interpretation 
do  not  pretend  that  the  application  of  the  words  is  to  be  limited 
to  this  view  of  them.  In  the  19th  verse  social  prayer  evidently 
is  intended ;  and  when  but  two  or  three  meet  for  prayer,  they 
may  consistently  apply  and  plead  the  promise  subjoined ;  a  pro¬ 
mise  which  is  supported  by  a  most  animating  declaration  in  the 
20th  verse.  His  people  or  his  promises  he  never  will  forget. 
Did  the  fearers  of  the  Lord  in  the  prophet’s  days  think  on  his 
name,  and  speak  often  one  to  another?  The  Lord  hearkened  and 
heard;  and  for  them  a  book  of  remembrance  was  written  before  him. 
^  The  promise  added  in  the  17th  verse  of  that  chapter  how  en¬ 
couraging!  Were  the  disciples  assembled  at  evening  on  the  first  day 
^  of  the  week?  The  risen  Redeemer  came^  and  stood  in  the  midst 

of  themy  and  said  to  themy  peace  be  unto  you.  Were  they  as¬ 
sembled,  in  perfect  harmony,  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  waiting 
for  the  promise  of  the  Eatber?  Suddenly  there  came  a  sound  from 
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heaven  i  ae  of  a  ruMng  mighty  vfindj  ondAtJUied  all  ihe^tomfc 
they  mere  ^tting~And  they  were  all  filled  wuith  thf«  Holy  GoiiftX> 

“  Did  the  beUevcra  of  the  g^olden  age  of  Christianity  eontinue  etedr 
faetiy  in  fellow$ki/i  and  in  firayersf^m  fellowship ;  which^  aa  di#- 
ting^shed  from  the  breaking  <f  breads  or  the  admiaiiBtration  of  the 
Lokd’8  supper  every  first  day  of  the  week),  implies  frequent  act^ 
of  social  intercourse  or  religious  eommunion  at  other  dmeS)*^ 
in  prayers;  which  certainly  are  not  to  be  confined  Xo 
prayer  in  their  worshipping  assemblies !  Fear  came  ufion  every 
oaul;  and  manyv}onder9  and  aigm  were  done  by  the  apostles.  Has 
it  been  the  practice  of  some,  eminent  and  exemplary  Christiana^ 
in  later  timeS)  whenever  they  met,  to  join  in  prayer  before  they 
separated  ?  and  have  they  been  distinguished  by  unequivocal ' 
tokens  of  the  divine  regard?  Have  recent  and  remarkable  revi* 
valS)  in  different  places,  followed  the  establishment  of  Prayu^ 
Societies?  What  inducements  to  us  to  %o  forth  by  the  footsteps  of 
the  JlockF 

In  a  sermon  on  brotherly  love^  a  great  and  a  good  minister 
of  the  gospel  has  the  following  sentences — Referring  to  the  asso¬ 
ciations  under  review,  he  says,  ^  would  you  wish  to  edify,  or  tp 
be  edified  ?  With  great  cordiality  and  freedom  can  I  recommend 
such  meetings  to  you  as  a  special  means  of  promoting  mutual 
edification.  Such  have  1  attended  and  left  uqder^ impressions, 
under  which  1  wished  to  live  and  to  die.” 


■j 


OBJECTIONS. 

Let  it  be  remarked  that  the  following  objections,  su/iposing 
their  validity,  do  not  apply  to  the  dtuy^  but  rather  to  the  extent 
of  the  obligation.  I  introduce  them  because  I  consider  the  duty 
as  binding  on  all  the  members  of  the  church ;  though  the  aids  of 
edification  appear  to  require  that  a  praying  society  should  consist 
of  persons  united  in  religious  sentiment  and  .conduct.  Incapacity,  i 
imprudence,  a  litigious  temper,  want  of  &eedom  to  enter  kilo 
praying  society  with  certain  members  of  the  church,  and  anj 
appetence  for  despotic  control,  are  the/principal  ejections  to 
general  admission,  which  I  have  read  or  heard. 

Incapacity y  it  is  said,  unfits  many  for  a  seat  in  this  circle 
Christian  fellowship.  But  the  weaker  a  person  is  the  greater  his*^' 
need  of  all  the  means  and  opportunities  of  instruction.  The  obli-  3 
gation,  in  this  case,  has  a  double  aspect  and  force;  an  aspect  on  % 
whose  duty  it  is  to  assist  him ;  and  an  aspect  oo  him,  who  so 


iniich  needs  our  aids  to  promote  his  spiritual  and  eternal  in- 
tercsts.  The  person  to  whom  is  given.  on<f  talmt  is  ^und  to  im¬ 
prove  what  is  given  him  as  much  as  he,  to  whom  are  given  five; 
he  who  receives  one  pound,  as  he  who  receives  ten.  The  two 
imtes  of  the  poor  widow  arc  more  acceptable  than  the  large  sums 

of  the  sons  of  wealth.  But  are  the  greatest  gifts  and  the  highest 

»  •  •  •  • 

'degrees  of  grace  alvmys  umted,  or  often  united  in  the  same  per¬ 
son?  I  believe  not.  With  regard  to  prayer,  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  hear  weak  Christians,  whose  reasoning  powers  arc  low,  pray- 
ing  with  a  freedom,  with  a  copiousness  of  spiritual  thought  and 
citpression,  with  an  unction,  to  which  few  of  the  more  knowinji; 
can  pretend. 

Imfirudence  is  another  supposed  disqualification.  That  a  de- 
‘gree  of  Christian  prudence  is  necessary  to  make  a  person  accept¬ 
able*  or  useful  I  admit.  But  if  an  individual  be  so  very  impru¬ 
dent,  that  freedom  in  prayer  and  in  conversation  cannot‘be  indul¬ 
ged  with  safety  in  his  presence,  why  is  he  allowed  to  remain  in 
the  bosom  of  the  church? 

The  unpleasantness,  inconsistency  and  inconvenience  of  a 
liti^ous,  censorious,  quarrelsome  temper  arc  also  acknowledged. 
Such  associations  are  not  intended  for  disputation  and  wrangling. 
I  may  add  that  a  fondness  for  talking,  an  ostentatious  display  of 
superior  attainments  in  contempt  of  others,  affectation  in  prayer, 
and  a  self-exalting  way  of  relating  religious  experience,  are  not 
'  more  incompatible  with  true  humility  than  they  are  calculated  to 
defeat  the  object  of  the  institution.  But  why  is  no  objection  laid 
against  the  standing  of  persons  of  this  description  in  the  church? 
Such  associations  as  are  here  recommended  may  give  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  endeavour  to  correct  such  errors— If  incorrigible,  the 
erroneous  ought  to  be  disciplined. 

With  respect  to  fourth  objection,  suffice  it  to  say  that  to 
pretend  want  of  freedom  to  unite  with  certain  members  of  the 
church  in  a  Praying  Society,  when  we  state  no  opposition  to  their 
sitting  at  the  table  of  the  Lord,  or  receiving  baptism  for  their 
children,  savours  more  of  aversion  from  the  duty,  or  of  personal 
prejudice,  than  of  any  conscientious  difficulty. 

In  the  last  filace^  an  appetence  for  despotic  controul.  Societies 
of  this  kind,  it  is  said,  are  voluntary  associations.  The  members 
may  admit  or  exclude  whom  they  please.  No  doubt  the  associa- 
tiotis  are  voluntary.  But  is  not  God  the  lawgiver?  If  his  word  rt- 
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quires  one  member  of  the  church  to  enter  into  a  praying  society) 
it  requires  another.  If  it  requires  those  who  have  not  entered)  to 
enter^  it  requires  such  as  have  entered  to  reeerve;  and  if  it  re¬ 
quires  them  to  receive)  what  authority  have  they  to  reject?  In  a 
word)  let  the  societies  be  small,  as  they  ought  to  be  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  advantageous  conference)  and  as  nof^^^ho  are  in  good 
standing  in  the  church  ought  to  be  excluded,  so  it  is  probable 
that  each  will  find  an  association  willing  and  desirous  to  receive 
Idm.  ^ 

CONCLUSION. 

Of  the  seasons  of  meeting  nothing  more  particular  need  be 
added.  The  morning  or  the  evening  of  the  Lord’s  day  cerudnly 
is  a  very  suitable  time.  Was  the  Jewish  daily  sacrifice,  or  con¬ 
tinual  burnt-offeringy  to  be  doubled  on  the  sabbath  ?  A  plain  inti¬ 
mation  that  our  devotional  exercises  should  be  increased  on  the 
first  day  of  the  week.  Durham)  in  his  exposition  of  the  decalogucy 
'  says,  that  the  fourth  commandment  tries  our  love  to  God  more 
than  any  other.  Our  habitual  temper  and  conduct  on  the  Lord’s 
day  arc,  at  least,  a  good  criterion. 

When  THE  Head  of  the  church  is  about  to  grant  a  revival  of 
religion  to  a  people,  or  to  a  person,  he  excites  in  that  people,  in 
that  person,  a  real  concern  for  it,  and  a  disposition  to  use  the  ap¬ 
pointed  means.  Faith  and  hope  and  patience  must  wsut  and  pray. 
The  time  will  come.  Seventy  weeks  are  determined  upon  thy  peo¬ 
ple  y  and  upon  thy  holy  city.  The  weeks  are,  perhaps,  near  a  close. 
Wilt  thou  not  revive  us  again  that  thy  people  may  rejoice  in  thee? 
What  wilt  not  thou  do  unto  thy  great  name  ? 


OUR  LIGHT  AFFLICTION.  2  Cor.  iv.  17. 

Our  light  affliction!  this  language  seems  strange  from  one 
who  had  just  before  described  himself  and  his  brethren  as  “troubled 
on  every  side,”  like  a  stonny  sea;  “  perplexed”  as  travellers  in 
devious  paths;  “persecuted”  like  harts  by  fiirious  huntsmen;  and 
“  cast  down”  as  unsuccessful  wrestlers  in  the  midst  of  triumph¬ 
ing  spectators.  Nay  more,  he  adds,  “  we  which  live  are  always 
delivered  to  death,”  and  “  death  worketh  in  us.” — Still  our  afflic¬ 
tion  is  light,  , 

And  what,  O  believer,  are  the  afflictions  which  thou  art  en¬ 
during?  Perhaps,  with  the  apostle,  verse  16,  thy  “  outward  man” 
may  be  visibly  decaying,  and  the  pains  and  trials  of  declining  na- 
ture  may  oppress  thee.  Perhaps  thy  body  is  worn  with  sickness 
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;uid  ihy  mind  with  cares;  thy  substance  may  have  taken  wing  and 
have  left  thee  im^verished ;  thy  friends  may  have  deserted  thee, 
and  the  wodd  be  preparing  its  keenest  persecutions.  Perhaps  tby 
dearest  relatives  are  dying  or  dead  before  thee,  and  the  tempter 
and  thy  fears  may  suggest  that  the  Lord  has  forsaken  thee,  that 
thy  God  has  forgotten  thee.  Thy  stroke,  like  the  patriarch’s,  may 
seem  heavier  than  thy  groaning:  yet,  ^ter  all,  thine  is  but  tight 
affliction. 

The  measures  which  the  ungodly  pursue  to  diminish  the 
poignancy  of  sorrow  a  good  man  totally  rejects.  The  exemption 
from  feeling  wliich  the  stoic  boasts,  he  regards  as  imnatural  and 
disgraceful,  and  views  the  obduracy  of  mind  at  which  an  infidel 
aspires  as  presumptuous  and  destructive.  Heredsm  itself,  how 
much  soever  it  may  lessen  suffering,  he  considers  a  forced  state, 
originating  in  the  love  of  mortal  applause,  and  sustained  by  a 
vanity  which  the  gospel  condemns.  , 

From  the  numerous  principles  which  induce  a  saint  to  con¬ 
clude  afflictions  light  we  will  select  a  few,  with  a  hope  that  they 
may  contribute  to'  the  assistance  of  some  who,  through  much  tri¬ 
bulation,  are  seeking  glory  and  immortality. 

The  extent  of  a  good  man’s  sufferings  is  but  partial.  If  a  thou¬ 
sand  comforts  have  vanished  thousands  still  remain.  Are  rela¬ 
tives  dead  ?  relatives  it  may  be  are  also  living.  Sickness  and  grief 
have  no  influence  in  lessening  the  magnitude  of  divine  promises, 
or  the  stability  of  the  faithfulness  of  a  covenant  God.  Have  earthly 
possessions  failed  as  a  brook  in  summer?  let  the  saint  take  refuge 
under  the  wings  of  providence:  tliey  are  ever  extended.  The 
'  friend  that  sticketh  closer  than  a  brother  can  well  supply  the  va¬ 
cancies  which  disappointing  friendships  may  have  occasioned. 
From  his  servants  in  the  fiery  furnace  the  Son  of  God  is  never 
absent. 

In  affliction  a  believer  may  institute,  with  profit  to  himself,  a 
variety  of  comparisons.  What  are  his  to  the  trials  of  thousands. 
Alms  houses  and  hospitals,  while  they  stand  memorials  of  the 
benign  influence  of  Christianity,  remind  us  of  the  duty  of  being 
contented  with  our  lot.  Let  the  dissatisfied  saint  compare  his 
condition  with  that  of  the  holy  men,  his  foremnners  to  heaven, 
•who  had  trials  of  cruel  mockings  and  scourgings,  yea,  ipore- 
over,  of  bonds  and  imprisonments*!  They  were  stoned,  they  were 
sawn  asunder,  were  tempted,  were  slain  with  the  sword;  they 


\Vander^  about  in  sheep  skins^aod  goat  skins;  being  destitute,^ 
^icted^  tormented ;  ^thcf  wandered  in  deserts  and  in  mountainsy 
and  in  dens  and  caves  of  the  earth, and  yet  of  these  the  world  ^ 
was  not  worthy.  Arc  we  better  than  they,  or  is  the  world  less  ^ 
adverse  to  the  character  of  a  saint  ?  Besides,  what  have  we  de¬ 
served  ?  Not  the  ease  of  a  moment !  Had  divine  justice  awardetl  ^ 
to  us  the  punishment  we  have  merited  our  bed  would  have  been  V, 
in  hell,  where  there  is  no  rest  day  nor  night.  Shall  then  a  living,  1 
man  complain,  whose  deserts  are  death  and  ruin?  a  man  for  the  j 
punishment  of  his  sin  ?  Compare,  moreover,  oh  thou  who  art 
tossed  with  tempests!  thy  sufferings  with  those  of  thy  Lord. 
Hear  him  crying  in  tones  more  moving  than  Jerusa'em,  when 
she  sat  a  widows  could  ever  have  uttered.  ‘‘  Is  it  nothing  to  you ; 
all  ye  that  pass  by,  behold  and  sec  if  there  be  any  sorrow  like  unto 
my  sorrow,  which  is  done  unto  me,  wherewith  the  Lord  hath  af- 
dieted  me  in  the  day  of  his  fierce  anger.**  Expiring  Saviour? 
wc  will  complain  no  more.  Ours,  indeed,  is  light  affiiction. 

Our  sufferings  are  not  worth  a  thought. 

When,  Lord,  compar'd  with  thine. 

The  visitatiops  of  the  people  of  God  are  of  a  peculiar  cast. 

The  apostle  terms  them,  our  aifiiction.  The  situation  of  the  man 
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of  God  is  widely  dissimilar  from  that  of  the  wicked.  See  Nahum 
i.  5—10.  To  them  that  trust  in  him,  the  Lord  is  good;  a  strong 
hold  in  the  day  of  trouble;  but  when  he  taketh  vengeance  on  his 
adversaries,  “  his  way  is  in  the  whirlwind ;  clouds  are  the  dust  of 
“  his  feet;  he  drieth  up  all  the  rivers;  Bashan  languisheth;  the 
mountains  quake  ;  the  hills  melt ;  the  earth  is  burnt ;  his  fury 
“  is  poured  like  fire  and  the  rocks  are  thrown  down;  darkness 
“  pursues  his  enemies ;  they  are  folden  together  as  thorns  and  de- 
‘‘  voured  as  stubble  fully  dry.  AflUction  shall  not  rise  up  a  sc- 
“  cond  time.”  The  ungodly  under  their  distresses  are  but  fitting 
for  destruction.  But  the  trials  of  the  saint  are  not  penal  ills  but 
paternal  chastisements.  The  Father  of  our  spirits  inflicts  them, 
they  afford  evidence  of  our  sonship,  require  our  reverence  and 
subjection,  and  yield  the  peaceable  fruit  of  righteousness.  Heb. 
xii.  5 — 11.  ^ 

The  sources  on  which  the  Christian  is  permitted  to  draw  in  his 
bitterest  griefs  are  ample.  In  verse  1 5th,  the  Apostle  says,  “  For 
things  are  for  your  sakes,  that  the  abundant  grace  might 
through  the  thanksgiving  of  many  redound  to  the  glory  of  God.” 


Abundant  grace  is  reposited  in  Christ;  It  hath  pleased  the  Father 
that  in  him  should  all  fulness  dwell)  and  of  his  fulness  all  we  re- 
ceive.  While  in  the  exercise  of  faith  and  prayer  this  abundant 
grace  is  enjoyed)  and  while  in  patience,  resignation  and  lively 
hope  it  becomes  visible,  the  thanksgiving  of  saints  on  earth,  and 
of  hosts  in  heaven,  redound  to  the  divine  glory. 

The  afflicUon  of  the  saint  is  of  the  number  of  the  things  tliat 
are  seen  and  therefore  temporal.  It  is  but  for  a  moment^  a  little 
moment,  Isaiah  xxvi.  16.  but  the  joys  that  are  before  him  arc 
unseen.  His  atlUction  is  light  because  it  shall  terminate  in  a  weight 
of  ,gloiy  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal.  Happy  the  believer 
who  delights  to  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  his  God,  who 
often  weeps  at  the  memory  of  his  frequent  murmurings  and  dis¬ 
obedience,  and  who  while  labouring,  whether  present  or  absent^ 
to  be  accepted  of  him,  is  waiting,  when  the  earthly  house  of  this 
tabernacle  shall  be  dissolved,  to  enter  a  building  of  God,  a  house 
not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens. 


Mr.  Editor, 

The  following  reflecdons,  written  some  years  ago,  arc  sent  for 
inserdon  in  the  Evangelical  Intelligencer,  if  you  think  them 
proper  for  that  work. 

REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  SUFFERINGS  OF  CHRIST,  MADE  IN  A 
SEASON  OF  AFFLICTION. 

This  morning  (January  4th,  1798),  I  was  led  to  meditate  on 
the  numerous  and  most  important  truths  which  are  taught  and 
affecdngly  enforced  by  the  cross  of  Christ ;  some  of  which  arc 
the  following : 

1.  The  unparalleled  love  of  God  which  is  here  exhibited  to¬ 
wards  rebellious  sinners — That  he  would  determine  to  save  them 
in  such  an  astonishing  manner  as  by  giving  up  “  his  only  begot¬ 
ten  and  well  beloved  Son,”  to  such  inconceivable  torments'^as  he 
endured  in  Gethsemane  and  on  Calvary,  added  to  all  his  other 
humiliadons  and  sufferings.  “  God  commendeth  his  love  to¬ 
wards  us  in  that  while  we  were  yet  sinners  Christ  died  for  us.” 

2.  The  inconceivable  condescension  and  compassion  of  the 
Saviour,  who  though  he  perfectly  knew  all  that  he  was  to  do  and 
suffer,  yet  loved  our  guilty  race  to  such  a  degree,  as  cheerfully 
to  undertake,  and  perseveringly  to  go  through,  this  painful  work: 


177 


This  was  compassion  Fike  a  God* 

That  when  the  Sariour  knew 
The  price  of  pardon  was  his  blood . 

His  pity  ne’er  withdrew.” 

God’s  infinite  and  irreconcilable  hatred  of  sin.  If  he  had  not 
hated  it  with  infinite  hatred^  and  consequently  if  it  had  not  been 
an  infinite  evil  in  itself,  he  would  not  have  thus  determinately 
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and  awfully  inflicted  sufferings  on  “  his  beloved  Son,”  when  he 
stood  in  the  sinner’s  place.  If  it  had  not  been  an  evil  which, 
from  its  nature,  absolutely  admitted  of  no  abatement  in  the 
pumshment,  some  manifest  alleviation  would  have  taken  ];dace 
when  Christ  came  to  suffer  for  it.  Oh !  how  inconceivably  awful 
does  the  evil  of  sin  appear  in  the  cross  of  Christ ;  more  truly 
awful  than  even  in  the  flames  of  hell :  And  how  certainly  will 
unners  endure,  in  their  own  persons,  the  just  punishment  of  it, 
if  they  do  hot  flee  for  refuge  to  the  Saviour.  If  God  spared  not 
his  own  son  when  he  stood  in  the  sinner’s  place,  he  will  assur¬ 
edly  not  spare  them,  when  they  come  to  answer  for  themselves. 

If  these  thing^s  be  done  in  the  green  tree,  what  shall  be  done  in 
the  dry?” 

4.  The  perfect  atonement  and  satisfaction  which  was  made  for 
sin  by  the  death  of  Christ.  God’s  displeasure  at  sin  was  here 
Jiciently  shown ;  more  shown  than  it  can  be,  so  for  as  we  can  con¬ 
ceive,  in  any  other  way.  Now,  therefore,  there  cannot  be  the 
least  imaginable  objection,  on  the  part  of  God,  to  receive,  par^ 
don  and  bless  any  sinner,  not  even  the  chief  of  sinneray  who  em- 
bracca  Christ  Jesus ;  that  is,  who  truly  relies  on  his  atonement 
and  intercession,  both  for  the  pardon  of  sin,  and  the  sanctification 
of  his  nature  through  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit who,  in 
other  words,  really  desires  to  be  delivered  by  Christ,  at  once 
from  the  dominion  and  the  fiuniahment  of  sin. 

5.  The  duty,  delight  and  advantage  which  there  is  in  thinking 
of  the  cross  of  the  Redeemer,  in  all  the  riews  of  it  which  have 
now  been  presented.  It  is  a  duty,  because  it  furnishes  the  sub¬ 
jects  of  profitable  meditation  which  have  just  been  mentioned. 
It  is  delightful  and  advantageous,  because  it  unites  the  exhibition 
of  the  desert  of  sin  with  a  view  of  the  complete  atonement  which 
has  been  made  for  it.  It  at  the  same  time  humblea  and  comforta 
the  believer.  It  excites  his  hope,  his  gratitude,  his  love,  and  his 
noly  assurance  of  the  divine  favour.  It  is  peculiarly  efficacious  in 
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producing  patience  under  bodily  pain.  May  I  not  say  this  (rorn 
some  measure  of  personal  experience  ?  I  have  lately  suffered 
some  of  the  severest  pain  I  ever  felt;  and  at  one  time  it  occurred 
to  me,  that  what  I  felt  was  nothing  in  comparison  with  what 
Christ  endured  in  ^oul  and  in  body^  when  he  was  made  ‘‘  an  of¬ 
fering  for  sin;’*  when  he  9fveat  blood;  when**  his  soul  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  sorrowful  even  unto  death  ;**  when  he ^ was  nailed  to  the 
cross,  and  experienced  the  hidings  of  hisFather^s  face;  when  the 
union  of  mental  horror  and  bodily  anguish  deprived  him  of  life. 
The  recollection  of  this  made  me  patient,  silent,  thankful.  Did 
Christ  suffer  all  this  without  any  sin  of  his  own ;  did  he  suffer  it 
for  sinners ;  suffer  it  that  1  may  not  suffer  eternally;  suffer  it  that 
I  may  be  eternally  delivered  from  all  pain  and  all  sin  ?  and  shall 
I  not  be  willing  to  take  a  few  moments  of  pain  for  my  own  sins, 
especially  when  I  think  of  the  precious  promise  ?  ^  These  light 
afflictions  which  are  but  for  a  moment  work  out  for  us  a  far  more 
exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.” 


CAUSES  OF  THE  RAPID  PROGRESS  OF  THE  MAHOMETAN  RELIGION. 

The  argument  favouring  the  truth  of  Christianity  derived  from 
its  sudden  and  univei*sal  circulation  during  the  apostolic  age,  in¬ 
fidels  have  endeavoured  to  refute  by  referring  the  believer  to  the 
sudden  and  general  diffusion  of  the  creed  of  the  great  eastern  im¬ 
postor.  The  subsequent  contrast  will  sufficiently  manifest  the 
wilful  blindness  or  the  notorious  ignorance  of  such  objectors. 

MAHOMETANISM.  CHRISTIANITY. 

The  doctrines  of  the  Koran  The  gospel  of  Christ  accom- 
and  the  duties  the  prophet  re-  modates  itself  to  the  habits  of 
quired,  were  accommodated  to  no  nation  under  heaven.  It  con- 
the  licentious  manners  of  the  demns  sin  in  every  shape,  and 
east.  The  indulgence  of  sensu-  teaches  that  into  heaven  nothing 
ality  was  permitted  in  this  world,  that  is  unclean  can  ever  enter.  It 
and  prospects  of  a  carnal  para-  passes  beyond  the  sphere  of  cx- 
dise  opened  to  the  view  of  the  temal  deportment,  and  requires 
proselyte  in  the  next.  truth  in  the  inward  part. 

Mahometanism  was  first  cir-  Christianity  victoriously  dif- 
culated  among  Arabians,  Egyp-  fused  its  glory  in  an  age  of  sci- 
tians  and  Persians;  nations  who  ence ;  when  Hillel  and  Sham- 
were  then  sunk  in  such  an  abyss  mai  were  giving  information  to 


of  ignorance  and  superstition  as 
rendered  them  proper  objects 
OD  which  imposture  and  artifice 
might  practise  with  success. 


When  Mahomet  began  his 
career,  the  religious  world  was 
filled  with  dissentiqns;  the  Chris¬ 
tian  name  had  become  disho¬ 
noured  by  the  crimes  and  out¬ 
rages  of  its  professors.  Such, 
particularly,  was  tlie  animosity 
between  the  Greeks  and  Nesto- 
rians  that  the  latter  actually  as¬ 
sisted  the  Arabians  in  the  con¬ 
quest  of  the  Grecian  provinces, 
and  by  these  means  contributed 
to  the  circulation  of  the  errors 
of  the  Koran. 

■-:'J  M-:-, 

To  clear  a  passage  for  the 
spread  of  his  religion,  Mahomet 
determined  to  flourish  his  wea-^ 
pons  of  war.  Arguments  were 
pressed  on  the  public  attention 
by  the  point  qf  the  lance.  To  his 
friends  paradise  was  promised 
as  the  i*eward  of  death  in  the 
field;  and  his  enemies  must  find 
slavery,  murder  or  hell  as  the 
recompense  of  their  imbelief. 
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the  Jews;  when  Greece  still  re¬ 
tained,  and  Rome  had  caught 
the  desire  to  be  eloquent  and 
wise;  and  when  surrounding  na¬ 
tions,  while  they  3rielded  to  the 
arms,  received  the  arts  of  the 
conquerors^ 

,  When  the  doctrines  of  the 
cross  began  to  spread,  religious 
dissention,  excepting,  between 
the  Jew  and  Samaritan,  wsh  lit¬ 
tle  known.  The  heathen  nation^ 
were  content  to  worship  their 
several  gods;  but  neither  Jew 
nor  Samaritan,  Athenian  nor 
Roman  approved  of  Christianity. 
The  sect  of  the  Nazarenes  was 
every  where  spoken  against;  the 
world  was  filled  with  calumnia¬ 
tors;  and  nations  who  could  unite 
in  nothing  else,  became  unani¬ 
mous  in  the  cry,  Let  us  break 
his  bands  asunder.** 

F or  the  advance  of  the  gospel, 
by  the  apostles  of  Christ,  force 
was  never  employed.  Their  wea¬ 
pons  were  not  carnal ;  and  that 
they  were  mighty  was  only 
^  through  God**  The  religion 
they  taught  spread  itself,  not  by 
the  blooid  of  their  adversaries, 
but  by  their  own.  They  were 
killed  all  the  day  long;  and  yet 
by  them  the  savour  of  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Christ,  like  precious 
odours  on  the  wing^  of  the  wind« 
rtrculated  all  around* 
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THE  TVRNPIKK-GATE  ON  A  SUNDAY 


The  bells  from  the  several  churches  were  sweetly  chiming, 
to  call  to  the  house  of  prayer;  and  whether  it  was  the  effect  of 
imagination,  or  from  some  higher  source  operating  upon  my 
mind  at  the  moment,  I  know  not,  but  so  it  was,  they  seemed  to 
form  in  my  apprehension  an  echo  to  the  gracious  invitation  of 
the  word,  as  if  they  smd,  “  Whosoever  will,  let  him  come  and 
take  of  the  water  of  life.” 

Bountiful  Lord,”  thought  I,  ^  was  it  not  enough  to  provide 
so  rich  a  Saviour  for  poor,  sinners  as  Jesus,  but  dost  thou  open 
also  in  him  ^  fountains  and  streams  from  Lebanon  V*  Dos^thou 
cause  channels  of  ordinances  to  be  running  through  the  kingdom 
for  conveying  the  blessings  of  redemption,  where  the  poor  and 
the  needy  may  come  and  receive  freely,  **  without  money  and 
without  price  ?” 

Happy  nation !  happy  people !  O  England,  didst  thou  but 
know  how  rightly  to  appreciate  thy  mercies !  Surely,  it  may  be 
said  of  our  highly  favoured  island  as  it  was  of  Judea  of  old) 

What  nation  is  there  so  great,  who  hath  God  so  nigh  unto 
them  as  the  Lord  our  God  is  in  all  things  that  we  call  upon  him 
for?”  We  can  enjoy  our  Sabbaths  free  and  unmolested,  while 
multitudes  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  know  not  what  a  Sabbath 
means,  nor  ever  heal'd  the  “  sound  of  the  church-going  bell !” 
Nay,  to  come  nearer  home,  thousands  of  our  neighbours  on  the 
continent  have  lost  the  very  distinction  of  the  holy  day  amidst  the 
din  of  war,  and  the  horrors  of  revolution ! 

I  was  hastening  to  the  house  of  God,  under  the  sweet  impres¬ 
sion '  of  these  thoughts,  and  in  my  mind  anticipating  the  rich  en¬ 
joyment  this  hallowed  day  opened  to  my  views,  when  my  mind 
was  suddenly  arrested  with  the  noise  of  passengers,  some  on 
horses  and  some  in  chariots,  driving  with  eagerness  towards  the 
turnpike-gate,  as  if  the  attainment  of  every  thing  which  could 
constitute  happiness  was  thrown  open  to  their  pursuit. 

1  paused  as  I  beheld  the  affecting  sight.  Is  it  possible,”  1 
said  to  myself,  as  the  busy  throng  glided  by  me,  is  it  possible 
that  these  can  ever  once  have  considered  the  great  end  and  de¬ 
sign  of  man,  or  the  mercy  of  a  Sabbath  ?  Surely,  they  have  never 
seen  thy  loveliness,  thou  blessed  Redeemer  of  mankind !  for  had 
they  known  thee,  this  day  would  have  been  endeared  to  them  as 
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ilvnc,  bringing  with  it,  as  it  doth,  the  blessings  of  salvation!  And 
yet,inethinks,  even  now,  as  the  giddy  crowd  is  hastening  by,  I  be¬ 
hold  thee  (as  thou  art  beautifully  represented  in  thy  sacred  word) 
i  standing  at  the  gates,  and  at  the  entering  in  of  the  city,*  lifung 
up  thy  voice  with  all  the  tenderness  which  distinguishes  thy 
character,  saying,  ‘  O  ye  simple^  when  will  ye  understand  know¬ 
ledge?  and  ye  fools,  depart  from  folly!” 

1  felt  my  heart  melting  as  1  looked  on.  Oh,  had  I  but  the  power 
of  persuasion  (1  said  to  myself)  what  a  subject  i^  here  for  en¬ 
treaty!  Here  eloquence  might  find  scope  to  lavish  forth  all  her 
noblest  powers !’ 

Nothing  but  the  consciousness  of  an  inability  to  the  .service 
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could  have  restrained  the  impulse  1  felt  to  go  forth  in  argument 
or  persuasion.  Methought  1  could  have  caught  one  and  another 
by  the  arm,  and  with  all  the  winning  afieetkm  of  an  awakened 
concern,  1  could  have  said,  ^  My  poor,  unthinking  brother,  had 
either  of  you  an  idea  that  this  Salfoath,  might  be  your  last,  would 
I  you,  or  could  you,  consume  it  in  tlm  manner  you  intend?  Would 
you  wish  to  be  found  ending  time  and  beginning  eternity  in  the 
very  act  of  bidding  defiance  to  one  of  the  most  positive  com¬ 
mands  of  Hod  ?  Have  you  never  heard  the  solemn  unalterable 
precept,  ^  Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy?’  And 
supposing  (what  no  human  being  can  be  sure  may  not  be  the 
case)  supposing  that  before  the  shades  of  night  close  in  upon  the 
earth,  the  shades  of  death  should  close  in  upon  your  existence, 
how  would  your  soul  be  harrowed  up  to  all  the  possibilities  of 
misery,  to  hear  the  first  tremendous  voice  hailing  your  approach 
into  the  world  of  spirits,  with  saying,  ‘  This  is  the  wretch  who 
bade  Omnipotence  do  his  worst,  and  found  death  in  the  moment 
of  breaking  his  Sabbath?” 

The  thought  wounded  as  it  passed  over  my  mind.  It  brought 
to  my  recollection  an  awful  circumstance  of  this  kind,  which' took 
place  in  the  town  of  Devizes,  near  Bath  (the  Lord  only  knows 
how  numerous  they  may  be  elsewhere);  the  particulars  of  which 
are  recorded  on  a  monument  in  the  church-yard  there.  It  affect¬ 
ed  me  so  much  in  the  perusal,  that  I  could  not  resist  the  desire 
of  transcribing  it.  If  the  reader  should  ever  pass  that  way,  he  may 
lind  it  near  a  row  of  trees,  at  one  end  of  the  buiying-ground. 
It  stands  in  tlie  form  of  an  obelisk;  and  holds  forth  to  the  passen- 
I  ger  this  awful  history: 
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*  , ,  ■  '  .  '  ■  ^  *'  In  Memorj 

Of  the  unfortunate  enci  of 

3-obert  Merrit  and  Susannah  his  Wife^  Elizabeth  Tiley  her  Sister^ 
Martlia  Carter,  and  Joseph  Derham, 

Who  were  all  drowned  in  tlie  flower  of  their  Youth, 

In  a  Pond  near  the  Tovm  tailed  Drews, 

On  Sunday  the  SOth  June; 

And  are  toj^ether  underneath  entombed.” 

On  another  compaitment  of  the  stone  is  added, 

***  Remember  the  Sabbath-day  to  keep  it  holy. 

‘  This  Monument,  as  an  awful  Monitor  to  Younjf  People, 

To  remember  their  Creator  in  the  Days  of  their  Youth, 

Was  erected  by  Subscription.” 

But  to  return.  Amidst  the  group  which  I  beheld  turning  their 
backs  on  the  house  of  God,  as  if  judgment  and  not  mercy  was  to 
be  expected  there,  one  party  caught  my  attention  with  more  than 
ordinary  concern: tit  was  a  young  couple,  with  a  lovely  child  of 
about  (as  it  should  seem)  a  year  old.  They  were  in  what  is  called 
a  gig ;  and  the  sweet  unconscious  b^be  lay  in  its  mother’s  arms. 
The  fcither’s  whole  attention  was  engaged  to  drive  a  horse  appa¬ 
rently  not  much  used  to  the  service ;  and  he  himself  still  less 
accustomed  to  the  province  he  had  assumed. 

Independent  of  the  danger  arising  from  the  restiveness  of  the 
poor  animal,  and  the  want  of  skill  in  the  driver,  there  was  cause 
of  continual  apprehension,  from  the  number  of  coaches,  and  cha¬ 
riots,  and  horses,  passing  and  repassing  on  the  road.  As  I  looked 
on,  they  seemed  to  me  as  if,  in  the  moment  they  drove  by,  they 
had  several  narrow  escapes  from  being  crushed  between  the  larger 
carriages,  running  in  every  direction.  “  What  1  (1  said  to  myself) 
if  a  single  untoward-  circumstance  should  happen  I  Should  the 
horse  take  fright,  or  .the  wheel  on  either  side  get  entangled,  or 
the  gig  upset,  in  either  case  what  can  preserve  them  ?  And  should 
a  morning  so  fdr  and  promising  bring  on  evil  before  night; 
should  death  on  nis  pale  horse  appear,  what  follows  ?” 

My  mind  shuddered  at  the  images  I  had  raised,  I  sought  to  for¬ 
get  the  whole  in  turning  from  the  scene,  and  hastening  to  the 
church :  The  bells  were  still  chiming,  and  I  still  interpreted  their 
language:  ‘‘  Come  with  me  from  Lebanon,  my  spouse,  with  me 
from  Lebanon ;  look  from  the  top  of  Amana,  from  the  top  of 
Shenir,  and  Hermon ;  from  the  lions’  dens;  from  the  mountains 
of  the  leopards.” 
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«  Yes,”  s^  my  heart,  es  I  construed  the  gracious  invitation,  I 

'•  -^y.'  (i 

^  I  will  come  with  thee  my  belgved ;  for  thy  love  is  better  than  j 
wine.  Neither  shall  the  g^oodly  mountain  of  Lebanon,  which 
Moses,  the  man  of  God,  so  ardently  longed  to  see;  nor  Shenir,  1 
nor  Hermon  keep  me  back.  Lions  in  human  Ibrm^  and  sinners 
whose  vaiious  hue,  like  the  spots  of  the  leopard,  are  in  every 
place ;  but.  Lord,  1  will  come  out  from  among  .them,  and  touch 
not  the  unclean  thing.  Yes,  Lord,  I  will  attend  thee  to  the  onti-- 
nances  of  thy  grace,  where  ^  the  King  is  held  in  the  gaieties,* 
and  where  he  ^  manifests  himself  otherwbe  than  he  doth  to  the  g 

world.’  At  thy  call  I  come,  and  will  go  forth  with  thee  *  into  the  □ 

fields,  and  lodge  in  the  villages,  and  get  up  early  to  the  vine¬ 
yards.’  For  the  field  of  thy  scripture,  and  the  villages  of  thy 
people,  and  the  vineyards  of  thy  church,  will  all  be  sweet  and  pre¬ 
cious  when  Jesus  is  in  the  midst,  and  where  he  gives  his  loves.” 

Oh,  did  the  world  but  know  the  sweets  of  that  gracious  com¬ 
munion  which  takes  place  between  Jesus ^and  his  people!  Had 
they  an  apprehension  of  that  joy  which  is  unspeakable  and  full 
of  glory,”  which  ariseth  from  the  mutual  communications,  when 
he  imparts  of  his  fulness  and  exchanges  for  their  emptiness, — we 
should  not  find  the  wretched  mistake  which  is  now  so  often  made 

O 

in  the  prosecution  of  things  temporal,  to  the  loss  of  those  which 
are  eternal! 

‘  I  forgot  a  while,  in  the  house  of  prayer,  the  distressing  sights 
1  had  left  behind  me  in  the  street  Like  the  church  brought  into 
the  banqueting-house,  I  sat  under  the  shadow  of  Jesus  with 
great  delight,  and  his  fruit  was  sweet  to  my  taste.” 

“  Jesus,  one  day  beneath  thine  eye. 

To  hear  thy  gracious  voice, 

•  ,  Exceeds  a  whole  eternity 

In  empty  carnal  joys.' 

Had'l  the  world  at  my  command. 

With  all  th*  expanse  of  sea. 

For  one  bless’d  hour  at  thy  right  hand, 

I’d  give  the  whole  away.’*  * 

Plymouth,  R.  Hawker. 

Evong,  Mag, 


¥ 


MISCELLANY,  ORIGINAL  AND  SELECTED 


criticism; 

The  opposition  of  expressions  and  ideas  to  each  other  in  the 
divine  writing's  is  oftentimes  distinctly  marked.  An  implied  an¬ 
tithesis  may,  however,  be  not  less  beautiful  and  instructive  than  if 
fully  conveyed  in  a  variety  of  terms.  It  will  frequently  occur  to 
an  attentive  reader  of  the  scriptures,  that  striking  contrasts  are 
introduced  without  that  slavish  attention  to  artificial  arrangement 
which  in  human  composition  is  so  common.  The  following  pas¬ 
sage  supplies  an  illustration  of  the  ideas  we  wish  to  convey. 

Isaiah  xl.  30,  31.“  Even  the  youths  shall  faint  and  be  weary, 
and  the  young  men  shall  utterly  fall ;  but  they  that  wait  upon 
the  Lord  shall  renew  their  strength;,  they  shall  mount  up  with 
wings  as  eagles;  they  shall  run  and  not  be  weary,  they  shall  walk 
and  not  faint.” 

Ungodly  youths  are  opposed  to  those,  whether  young  or 
aged,  who  wait  ufion  the  Lord^  or,  in  other  words,  who  are  per¬ 
suaded  of  the  existence  and  all-sufficiency  of  God  and  their  need 
of  an  interest  in  his  favour;  who  practise  devotion,  (I  Chron. 
xxiii.  28.)  render  obedience,  (Psalm  cxxiii.  2.)  and  arc  cherishing 
such  an  expectation  of  future  felicities  as  do  watchmen  waiting 
for  the  morning,  (Psalm  exxx.  6.)  or  servants  looking  for  the 
bridegpx)om.  (Luke  xii.  35,  36.) 

Impious  youths,  in  chase  of  opulence,  of  honour,  or  of  carnal 
delight,  become  “  weary*^  under  awful  visitations  of  Providence; 
they  “  shall  faint (Levit.  xxvi.  36.)  and  at  last  into  the  pit  of 
hell  “  they  shall  fall**  utterly  fally*  and  that  without  remedy. 
(Amos  V.  2.)  But  with  the  servants  of  God  it  is  far  otherwise. 
—“They  shall  run  and  not  be  weary;*'  “  they  shall  walk  and  not 
faint;"  they  shall  do  more;  “they  shall  renew  their  strength,” 
as  they  pass  along,  and  finally  “  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles,” 
to  dwell  in  the  presence  of  God  and  the  Lamb  for  ever. 


ANATHEMA,  MARANATBA.  1  Lor.  XVI.  22. 

The  following  elegant  and  natural  illustration  of  an  obscure 
passage  of  scripture  cannot  obtain  a  circulation  too  extensive.  It 
is  taken  from  the  Family  Expositor  of  Dr.  Doddridge,  and  will, 
we  believe,  prove  highly  acceptable  to  such  as  have  not  an  opp<5r- 
tunity  of  consulting  the  original  work. 
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(( Wheu  the  Jews  lost  the  power  of  life  and  de^  t^ey  used 
nevertheless  to  pronounce  an  anathema,  on  persons  who,  accord** 
ing  to  the  Mosaic  law,  should  have  been  executed ;  such  a  person 
became  an  anathema,  or  cherem,  or  accuraedj  for  the  expressions 
are  equivalent.  They  had  a  full  persuasion  that  the  curse  would 
not  be  in  vain ;  and  indeed  it  appears  they  expected  some  judg* 
ment,  correspondent  to  that  which  the  law  pronounced,  would 
be^  the  offender :  for  instance,  that  a  man  to  be  stoned  would 
be  killed  by  the  falling  of  a  stone  or  some  some  other  heavy  body 
upon  hinif— A  man  to  be  strangled  would  be  choaked,  or  one 
whom  the  law  sentenced  to  the  flames,  would  be  burnt  in  bis 
house,  and  the*  like.  Now  to  express  their  faith  that  God  would 
one  way  or  another,  and  probably  in  some  remarkable  manner, 
interpose  to  add  that  eflicacy  to  his  own  sentence  which  they 
could  not  give  it,  it  is  very  probable  they  might  use  the  words 
maran^tha^  that  is,  in  Syiiac  the  Lord  comet hy  or  will  surely  and 
quickly  come  to  put  this  sentence  into  execution,  and  to  show 
that  the  person* on  whenn  it  fldU  is  indeed  anathema,  accursed.** 

^  In  beautiful  allusion  to  this,  when  the  apostle  was  speaking 
of  a  secret  ahenation  from  Christ,  m^tained  under  the  ibrmjs*of 
Christianity  (which  might  perhaps  he  the  case  among  many  of 
the  Corinthians)  as  this  was  not  a  crime  capalde  of  being  con¬ 
victed  and  censured  in  the  Christian  church,  he  reminds  them 
that  the  Lord  Jesus^  Christ*  wilt  come  at  length.  And  it  out  and 
punish  it  in  a  proper  manner.  This  weighty  sentence  the  apostle  ' 
chose  to  write  with  hia  own  handy  and  insert  between  his  general 
salutation  and  benediction,  that  it  might  be  the  more  attendvety 
regarded.** 

It  is  natural  to  suppose  that  such  as  experienced  visitadont 
from  God,  after  the  curse  had  been  sole^jfhly  pronounced,  would 
acknowledge  his  awful  hand.  Dr.  Hammond  piroduces  a  pa8»> 

.t 

sage  from  Stephanus  Byzant,  which  he  thinks  in  all  probability 
refer^  to  the  word  maran-atha.  rtf  tXtyt 

rtibfify  atp*  A  shepherd  being  thunderstruck  cried  out 

Ramanthasy  that  is,  God  from  above.  There  is  little  doubt  to  be 
made^  adds  the  doctor,  but  the  word  is  a  corruption  with  the 
vulgar,  and  so  in  the  shepherd’s  use  of  it,  for  Maranathd  h^r^J^ 
Thus,  “  a  man  shall  say  verily  there  is  a  reward  for  the  righteous : 
verily  there  is  e  God  that  judgeth  in  the  earth.”  Psalm  Iviii.  11. 

VoL.  11.  J^es»  aeries.  24 


« I  knew  such  a  man — how  that  he  was  caught  up  intoPai'adise 
and  heard  unspeakable  words  which  it  is  not  lawful  for  a  man  to 
utter.”  2  Cor.  xii.  4.  The  obscurity  the  above  passage  discovers 
is  easily  removed  by  substituting  for  the  word  lawful  the  margi- 
nal  reading  fiosstble,  Ovk,  in  the  view  of  Beza  and  other  great  , 
critics,  signifying  the  same  with  ec^vtalow,  Paul  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  forbidden  to  utter  what  he  had  heard,  as  was  the  apos¬ 
tle  John— Rev.  x.  4.  but  the  words  were  ‘‘  unspeakable.”  The 
‘‘  tongues  of  angels”  might  describe  something  of  the  full  glory 
of  heaven,  but  even  the  little  of  it  which  the  apostle  saw,  it  is  not 
possible  for  man  to  utter. 


John  X.  22,  23.  “And  it  was  at  Jerusalem  the  feast  of  the  de¬ 
dication  and  it  was  winter.  And  Jesus  walked  in  the  temple  in 
Solomon’s  porch.” 

The  word  here  rendered  “  winter”  signifies  foul  or 

stormy  weather.  Parkhurst  from  Wetstein  shows  that  Xenophon, 
Plutarch  and  others,  oppose  to  EvJmi,  fair  and  pleasant 

weather.  In  this  sense  the  word  is  used  Matt.  xvi.  3.  It  will  be 
foul  weather,  to-day,  for  the  sky  is  red  and  lowring,  and 

in  Acts  xxvii.  20.  neither  sun  nor  stars  for  many  days  appeared 
and  no  small  tempest,  lay  upon  us.  This  may  be  the 

meaning  of  the  woixl  also,  Mark.  xiii.  18.  Pray  ye  that  your  flight 
be  not  in  the  winter,  in  a  storm,  by  whose  violence  it 

would  be  impeded.  It  is  true  the.  feast  of  dedicadon  occurred 
about  the  beginning  of  our  December,  but  supposing  the  winter 
to  have  commenced,  the  cold  in  Judea  was  never  very  severe,  and 
if  it  were  bleak  a  porch  would  but  little  diminish  its  severity.  The 
--  reader  will  judge  whether  the  translaUon  would  not  be  equally 
correct,  and  more  easy  and  natural ;  ‘  it  was  stormy  %veather  and 
Jesus  walked  in  the  temple  in  Solomon’s  porch  V 

Mr.  Editor, 

Your  goodness  will  I  trust  excuse  my  requesting  you  to  in¬ 
sert  in  your  magazine  the  following  queries.  An  answer  to  themj 
from  yourself  or  some  of  your  correspondents,  may  prove  not 
less  serviceable  to  many  of  your  readers  than  to,  dear  sir, 

Tour’s,  very  sincerely,  E. 

0 

What  are  the  reasons  which  have  led  a  large  part  of  the 
Christian  world  to  conclude  that  the  Apocryphal  books  are  not 
canonical  ? 


. ,  ti  '*  ■ 
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What  arguments  may  be  fairly  urged  to  prove  the  authenti¬ 
city  of  the  book  of  Canticles  ? 

On  reviewing  the  numerous  criticisms  and  versions  of  the 
sacred  pages  which  later  years  have  presented  to  our  view,  does 
it  appear  desirable  for  the  advancement  of  spiritual  knowledge 
s^nd  vital  godliness  in  the  world,  that  a  new  translation  of  the 
Bible  should  be  attempted  ? 

What  is  the  origin  of  the  word  Eaater;  when  did  the  obser¬ 
vance  of  the  festival  to  which  it  is  applied  commence,  and  under 
what  circumstances  has  it  descended  to  our  times  ? 


THE  RESURRECTION  OF  JESUS. 

**  The  preparations”  [for  the  resurrection  of  Christ]  **  were 
now  fully  formed  in  both  worlds,  and  all  things  stood  in  readi¬ 
ness  for  the  moment  in  which  the  arm  of  the  Lord  should  be  re- 
Vealed. 

^  Twice  had  the  sun  gone  down  upon  the  earth,  and  all,  as 
yet,  was  quiet  at  the  sepulchre ;  death  held  his  sceptre  over  the 
Son  of  God ;  still  and  silent  the  hours  passed  on ;  the  guards 
stood  by  their  posts;  the  rays  of  the  midnight  moon  gleamed  on 
their  helmets  and  on  their  spears;  the  enemies  of  Christ  exulted 
in  their  success ;  the  hearts  of  his  friends  were  sunk  in  despon¬ 
dency  and  sorrow;  the  spirits  of  glory  waited  in  anxious  suspense 
to  behold  the  event,  and  wondered  at  the  depths  of  the  ways  of 
God.  At  length  the  morning  star  arising  in  the  east,  announced 
the  approach  of  light;  the  third  day  began  to  dawn  upon  the 
world ;  when,  on  a  sudden,  the  earth  trembled  to  its  centre,  and 
the  powers  of  heaven  were  shaken ;  an  angel  of  God  descended, 
the  guards  shrunk  back  from  the  terror  of  his  presence,  and  fell 
prostrate  on  the  ground:  <  his  countenance  was  like  lightning, 
and  his  ndment  was  white  as  snow.*  He  rolled  away  the  stone 
from  the  door  of  the  sepulchre,  and  sat  upon  it.  But  who  is  this 
that  cometh  forth  from  the  tomb,  with  dyed  garments  from  the 
bed  of  death  ?  he  that  is  glorious  in  his  appearance^  walking  in 
the  greatness  of  his  strength  ?  It  is  thy  Prince,  O  Zion ;  Chris¬ 
tian,  it  is  your  Lord.  He  hath  trodden  the  wine-press  alone ;  he 
hath  stained  his  raiment  with  blood :  but  now,  as  the  first-bom 
from  the  womb  of  nature,  he  meets  the  mottling  of  his  resurrec¬ 
tion.  He  arises  a  conqueror  from  the  grave ;  he  returns  with 
blessings  from  the  world  of  spirits ;  he  brings  salvation  to  the 
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sons  of  men.  Never  did  tlU  returning  sun  usher  in  a  dty  so  glo- 
rious;  it  was  the  jubilee  of  the  universe.  The  morning  stars  sang 
together,  and  all  the  sons  of  God  shouted  aloud  for  joy.  The  Fa¬ 
ther  of  Mercies  looked  down  from  his  throne  in  the  heavens;  with 
complacency  he  beheld  his  world  restored :  he  saw  his  work  that 
it  was  gbod.  Then  did  the  desert  rejoice;  the  face  of  nature  was 
gladdened  before  him,  when  the  blessings  of  the  Eternal  descend¬ 
ed  as  the  dew  of  heaven,  for  the  refreshing  of  the  nations.” 

^  Now  we  know  that  our  souls  arc  independent  of  .death;  and 
in  the  same  scene  we  may  discover  the  pledge  of  God,  that  they 
shall  be  again  imbodied. 

“  They  are  the  thoughtless  and  profane  alone  to  whom  a  ra¬ 
tional  piety  is  an  object  of  lidicnle,  and  we  betray  much  weakness 
of  mind,  not  by  respecting  religion,  but  by  being  afraid  to  pos¬ 
sess  it.” 

SIKOVLAR  CREED. 

In  a  Mahometan  catechism,  lately  printed  for  the  use  of  chil¬ 
dren  at  Constantinople,  are  found  the  following  articles. 

‘‘  I  believe  that  for  fifty  thousand  years  the  righteous  shall  re¬ 
pose  under  the  shade  of  the  terrestrial  paradise.  Each  of  the  pro¬ 
phets  has  in  paradise  a  basin  forhisoWn  use.  I  believe  in  the  water- 
pools  of  paradise.  The  water  is  whiter  than  milk  and  sweeter  than 
honey.  On  the  ridges  of  the  pools  are  vessels  to  drink  out  of;  they 
ar6  bordered  with  stare.  The  floor  of  paradise  is  musk,  the  stones 
silver,  and  the  cement  gold.  I  believe  in  the  bridge  Sirat,  which 
passes  over  the  pottoniless  pit.  It  is  as  fine  as  a  hair,  and  as  sharp 
as  a  sabre.  All  must  pass  over  it,  and  the  wicked  shall  be  thrown 
off.” 

Amid  such  confusion  and  carnality  of  idea,  forget  not,  O  be¬ 
liever,  to  pray  for  the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of  Jesus.  Offer  to 
him  thy  sacrifice  of  thanksgiving  for  those  divine  consolations  his 
word  imparts,  and  which  he  has  permitted  thy  soul  to  share. 

Not  the  feign’d  fields  of  heath’hish  bliss. 

Could  rrise  such  pleasures  in  the  mind; 

Nor  doeythe  Turkish  paradise 
Pretend  to  joys  so  well  refin’d. 


I 
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RELIGIOUS  INTELLIGENCE. 


Narratire  of  a  revival  of  religion,  in  a  letter  frcmi  the  revereiid 
John  Clark  to  his  friend  in  this  city. 

^  ^Cencluded  from  our  ItutJ] 


Ik  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1805>  our  prospects  were 


clouded^  on  account  of  my  health  being*  so  muchF* impaired  as  to 
make  it  impossible  to  perform  the  duties  of  my  station  as  I  had 
done  before,  and  because  the  influences  of  divine  grace  seemed 
to  be  withheld,  while  many  were  yet  out  of  the  Ark  of  safety  and 
wholly  regardless  of  their  dreadful  condition.  These  things  were 
causes  of  much  anxiety  to  many  who  loved  God  and  his  church. 

But  our  thoughts  were  not  as  God’s  thoughts,  for  now  the 
time  to  favour  his  people  was  at  hand,  and  to  advance  his  own 
glory  by  bringing  many  home  to  himself.  About  this  time  I  yms 
called  to  preach  in  the  south  part  of  the  congregation,  which 
hitherto  had  not  been  visited  with  awakening  influences.  On  the 
contrary  the  people  here  wfere  careless  and  unmoved.  I  was 
directed  to  Luke  xiii.  5.  “  Except  ye  repent  ye  uhall  all  likevnse 
perish the  word  was  accompanied  with  power  to  the  hearts  of 
many.  Four  persons  however  were  more  deeply  alarmed  than 
the  rest,  so  as  to  pjake  it  almost  impracticable  for  them  to  get 
home.  To  use  their  own  words,  their  sin,  guilt,  and  danger, 
appeared  so  evident  as  almost  to  crush  them  to  ^e  earth.”  Yet 
nothing  was  seen  except  greater  attention,*  and  much  weeping. 
On  the  last  day  of  January  in  the  evening,  one  of  these  four  that 
was  so  deeply  affected  a  few  weeks  before,  professed  t6  find  rr- 
demption  in  the  blood  of  Jesus  ^  even  the  forgiveness  (f  his  sinsy*  and 
this  youth  is  now  pursuing  his  studies  for  the  gospel  ministry. 
On  the  first  Lord’s-day  in  the  year  1806,  the  work  appeared  more 
visible.  When  the  exercises  of  a  meeting  for  prayer  were  over, 
as  was  common,  the  pious  people  began  to  sing,  on  which  another 
of  the  four  above-mentioned,  cried  out  “  O  do  pmy  for  me  a 
miserable  sinner.”  Accordingly  one'of  the  elders  present  com¬ 
plied  with  his  wishes.  In  the  time  of  prayer  he  called  out  saying, 
“  The  storm  is  every  the  Lord  has  had  mercy  on  my  soul!  0  how 
lovely  is  a  Hn  pardoning  God''  From  this  memomble  evening, 
the  work  went  on  with  great  power  and  rapidity.  Men,  young 
and  old,  as  well  as  women  and  children,  were  the  subjects  of  it. 
Many  fell  to  the  ground  like  Saul  on  his  way  to  Damascus.  Yet 
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we  had  no  noise  nor  disorder.  Had  not  the  eye  seen  this  work, 
the  ear  had  not  known  any  thing  of  it.  In  this  situation,  with 
much  distress  and  bathed  in  tears,  they  would  exclaim,  when 
,  spoken  to,  against  themselves  and  the  wickedness  and  hardness 

f  of  their  hearts.  Like  Hannah  of  old,  we  could  see  their  lips  move 

^  ^  in  prayer  to  the  Almighty  with  much  earnestness,  while  their 

countenances  expressed  the  feelings  of  their  minds.  As  their  views 
«  changed,  their  countenances  would  change,  and  they  would  ap- 

I  pear  overcome  with  the  views  of  Christ  in  his  mediatorial  charac- 

^  ter,  accompanied  with  expressions  full  of  love,  gratitude,  astonish¬ 

ment  and  praise.  In  less  than  four  weeks  this  glorious  ilame 
spread  throughout  this  whole  congregation.  Their  meetings  were 
increased  to  fifteen  in  each  week,  and  there  was  not  a  meeting 
in  which  the  divine  power  was  not  displayed  and  seen.  Every 
body  seemed  to  be  pressing  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  crying 
J^en  and  brethren  nvhat  »hall  tve  do  to  be  saved?"  Those  were 
days  worth  living  to  see,  and  to  enjoy ;  yes,  sir,  with  the  Psalmist 
it  may  be  said  with  emphasis  at  such  a  time — One  day  in  the 
house  of  my  God  is  better  than  a  thousand  in  the  tents  of  wicked¬ 
ness  j  and  more  to  be  desired  than  thousands  (f  silver  " 

Every  evening  I  continued  to  speak,  and  almost  every  day  I 
was  visiting  my  people.  My  study  was  abandoned.  To  get  know¬ 
ledge  is  an  excellent  thing,  but  to  be  instrumental  in  saving  souls 
is  much  better.  In  sermon  time  and  in  prayer,  as  well  as  in  the 
singing  of  psalms,  nothing  remarkable  was  seen,  except  their 
hxed  attention  and  falling  tears.  But  in  conversation  with  the 
awakened,  and  when  they  were  singing  spiritual  songs,  after  pub¬ 
lic  worship,  falling  down  was  common.  These  things  were  not 
considered  as  signs  of  the  genuineness  of  this  work,  or  any  evi¬ 
dence  of  its  authenticity,  any  more  than  Belshazzar’s  or  Felix’s 
tremblings.  But  in  the  midst  of  these  things,  and  apparently  by 
their  instrumentality  in  some  instances,  the  work  was  carried  on. 
These  things  we  are  disposed  to  leave  to  God,  who  worketh  all 
things  according  to  his  own  will.  In  his  dispensations  and  go¬ 
vernment,  we  ought  to  be  happy  and  rejoice. 

On  January  19th  was  a  sacramental  season,  and  one  of  the 
,  ^  most  remarkable  ever  seen  by  us.  It  will  not  be  forgotten  by  many, 

as  long  as  memory  lasts  and  gratitude  remains.  The  exercises 
'  of  the  day  were  long  and  solemn.  After  the  benediction  was  pro- 
y  nounced,  the  people  took  their  seats  again.  I  renewed  my  labours 


/ 


in  holding  forth  Christ  as  the  only  Saviour  of  sinners.  The  most 
hardy  among  the  people  were  made  to  tremble#  In  less  than  one 
hour,  hundreds  were  made  to  feel  their  lost  condition,  and  the 
need  they  stood  in  of  Christ  and  his  salvation.  From  that  memo¬ 
rable  day  to  this,  the  cross  of  Jesus  has  triumphed  here,  to  the 
praise  of  his  glorious  grace. 

In  a  remote  comer  of  this  congregation,  where  not  more  than 
three  families  lived  that  belonged  to  our  church,  and  only  one  of 
these  to  the  communion  of  the  church,  in  the  beginning  of  this 
month,  the  work  appeared  with  power.  Many  fell  to  the  floor,  to 
the  astonishment  of  many  unbelievers,  who  appeared  much 
awakened  and  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  eternal  things. 
The  prospect  here  is  now  as  promising  as  in  any  .other  part  of 
the  congregation. 

I  have  been  more  minute  in  the  former  part  of  this  narrative, 
than  I  should  have  been,  had  it  not  been  that  I  wished  to  encou¬ 
rage  other  churches,  whose  condition  now  is  not  unlike  that  of 
this  church  in  1799.  At  that  time  they  could  do  no  more  than 
have  a  minister  two-thirds  of  his  time.  The  number  in  commu- 
jiion  was  then  about  sixty,  but  now  about  three  hundred.  They 
have  paid  all  their  debts,  and  have  a  handsome  property  beside, 
with  one  of  the  largest  congregations  in  the  state. 

In  the  absence  of  gospel  ministers,  some  private  Christians 
have  occasionally  spoken  to  the  people  here;  and  through  the 
whole  of  it  we  may  say  with  peculiar  propriety,  that  God  has 
carried  on  his  work  not  by  human  power,  but  by  his  Spirit. 
From  this  revival  much  good  is  likely  to  come  to  the  church. 
Five  young  gentlemen,  who  have  in  the  judgment  of  charity 
been  made  the  subjects  of  piety,  have  devoted  themselves  to 
the  gospel  ministry.  One  of  them  is  now  labouring  for  Christ 
in  the  vineyard,  and  four  more  are  pursuing  their  studies  for  the 
same^nd. 

Christian  brethren,  who  may  read  this  narrative — Do  you  not 
want  to  see  such  a  time  as  has  been  described  ?  Do  you  not  want 
to  see  your  sons  and  daughters  converted  to  God  ?  Then  bestir 
yourselves  in  prayer,  and  be  zealous  in  your  families,  and  help 
your  ministers.  You  may  then  hope  to  see  the  work  of  the  Lord 
prosper,  and  your  children  and  households,  in  God’s  good  time, 
brought  home  to  Christ. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  to  subscribe  myself  your 
friend  and  brother  in  Christ,  JOHN  CLARK- 


Extract  of  a  icticr  from  a  gentleman  in  Morris-town,  (N.  J.)  to 

his  friend  in  this  city. 

^  There  has  been  a  remarkable  revival  of  religion,  not  long 
since,  in  the  following  places,,  viz.  Newark,  Elizabeth-town, 
Springfield,  and  Bottle-hill,' where  numbers,  yea,  great  numbers, 
of  different  ages  have  been  made  submissive  to  God,  and  have 
enlisted  under  the  banner  of  Christ.  Even  the  most  profligate 
wretches,  turned  about  from  their  evil  course;  and,  instead  of 
pursuing  the  vanities  of  this  life,  instead  of  rioting  in  wickedness 
and  dissipation,  are  heard  crying  untoGod  for  mercy;  whilst  others, 
who  have  found  sweet  consolation  springing  from  the  Saviour’s 
boundless  love,  are  engaged  in  singing  praises  to  God  and  the 
Lamb!  * 

I 

“  I  cannot  undertake  to  describe  the  magnitude  of  this  glo¬ 
rious  work  of  grace.  Suflice  it  to  say,  that  it  exceeds  any  thing 
of  the  kind,  in  the  memory  of  the  present  generation,  who  reside 
in  this  part  of  the  state.” 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Edward  D.  Griffin,  of  Newark, 
N.  Jersey,  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Green,  of  Philadelphia. 

'  Ncivark,  N.  J.  March  31,  1808. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  AM  very  willing  to  give  you  a  general  and  succinct  relation 
of  the  wonders  of  divine  grace  which  we  have  witnessed. 

About  the  first  of  December,  1806,  we  were  encouraged  with 
some  symptoms  of  a  revival  of  religion  in  this  village  but  they 
quickly  disappeared.  In  March,  1807,  they  were  renewed,  by 
means  of  sevei'al  instances  of  sudden  death;  but  again  passed  off, 
leaving  no  effects,  at  that  time  apparent,  except  on  three  or  four 
persons  who  have  since  made  a  profession  of  religion.  The  death 
of  Doct.  Macwhoitcr,  in  July,  made  a  great  impression  on  the 
congregation,  which  was  sensibly  deepened,  in  the  month  of  Au¬ 
gust,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Rev.  Gideon  Black- 
burne,  who  preached  several  times  here  with  great  zeal  and 
energy.  Tliough  nothing  extraordinary  at  that  time  appeared, 
yet  we  have  since  been  able  to  trace  first  impressions  to  each  of 
the  four  seasons  above  mentioned.  The  leaven  was  secretly  and 
increasingly  working  for  nine  months  before  it  became  evident. 
We  have  since  discovered,  also,  that,  during  the  summer,  God 
was  preparing  some  for  the  scene  which  w  as  about  to  open  by 
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impressive  and  often  repeated  dreams.  Days  of  dissipation  were 
separated  by  nights  in  which  ftincy  would  bear  the  sinner  to  the 
bar  of  Gk>d,  and  fill  him  with  the  terrors  of  the  final  judgment 
tarrorS)  which,  though  dissipated  by  the  morning,  would  return 
wkh  returning  sleep.  These  nightly  alarms  gradually  fixed  the 
waking  thoughts.  Thus,  at  a  time  when  every  thing  appeared  to 
be  still  around  us,  secret  anxieties  were  preying  upon  a  number 
of  persons,  which,  so  far  from  being  the  effect  of  sympathy,  were 
known  only  to  God  and  themselves.  In  the  latter  weeks  of  Au¬ 


gust,  I  knew  of  nothing  special  in  the  congregation,  except  two 
or  three  persons  who  began  to  be  awakened,  and  four  Christians 
whose  desires  for  a  revival  of  religion  were  too  earnest  to  be 
concealed  from  their  minister.  In  this  precise  posture  things  re¬ 
mained  for  about  a  fortnight.  To  a  few  h  was  an  hour  of  awful 
suspense.  But  in  some  of  the  last  days  in  August  it  became  ap¬ 
parent,  that  the  desire  for  a  revival  was  rapidly  spreading  among 
the  communicants. 

As  our  sacramental  Sabbath  was  appixiaching,  this  church,  in 
connexion  with  two  neighbouring  chuix:hes,  agreed  to  set  apart 
the  preceding  Friday,  (Sept.  4,)  for  fasUng  and  prayer;  partly  as 
a  preparatory  service,  but  chiefly  to  make  supplication  for  effu¬ 
sions  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  day,  which  was  spent  in  prayei\ 
singing,  and  short  addresses  to  the  people,  was  marked  with  un¬ 
usual  stillness,  accompanied  with  very  pleasing  appearances  of 
humility,  earnest  desire,  and  a  sense  of  entire  dependence.  Oil 
the  following  sabbath,  a  number  of  persons  assembled,  at  i^e- 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  to  spend  an  hour  in  praying  for  their  mi¬ 
nister,  and  for  the  blessing  of  God  on  the  exercises  of  the  day; 

I  and  this  has  since  become  the  stated  practice  of  almost  all,  the 
praying  people  of  the  congregation;— a  practice  which  has  been 
accompanied  with  effects  very  refreshing  to  themselves,  and  ma¬ 
terially  beneficial  to  the  cause  of  evangelical  piety.  Those  who 
attended  at  this  first  season,  unexpectedly  found  themselves  ani¬ 
mated  with  desires,  unfelt  before,  that  God  would,  that  very  day, 
bring  out  his  perfections  to  the  view  of  the  communicants,  jind 
thU  He  didy  to  a  degree  that  many  had  seldom  or  never  seen  be¬ 
fore.  On  the  evening  of  the  following  Monday,  at  a  lecture 
preached  in  a  private  house,  the  first  feelings  which  denoted,  the 
extraordinary  presence  of  God,  and  the  actual  commencement  of 
a  revival  of  religion,  were  awakened perhaps  in  every  person 
VoL.  II.  Seriee,  25 
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tliat  was  present.  It  w'as  no  longer  doubtful  whether  a  work  ef 
divine  grace  was  begun.  During  that  and  the  following  week,  in¬ 
creasing  symptoms  of  a  most  powerful  influence  were  discovered. 
The  appearance  was  as  if  a  collection  of  waters^  lo'^g  suspended 
over  the  town^  had  fallen  at  once^  and  deluged  the  whole  place. 
For  several  weeks,  the  people  would  stay  at  the  close  of  every 
evening  service,  to  hear  some  new  exhortation ;  and  it  seemed 
impossible  to  persuade  them  to  depart,  until  those  on  whose  lips 
they  hiing  had  retired.  At  those  seasons  you  might  see  a  multi¬ 
tude  weeping  and  trembling  around  their  minister,  and  many 
others  standing  as  astonished  spectators  of  the  scene,  and  begin¬ 
ning  to  tremble  themselves.  One  sabbath,  after  the  second  ser- 
rice,  when  I  had  catechised  and  dismissed  the  little  children,  they 
gathered  around  me,  weeping,  and  inquiring  what  they  should 
do.  I  know  not  but  a  hundred  were  in  tears  at  once.  The  scene 
was  as  affecting  as  it  was  unexpected.  Having  prayed  with  them 
again,  and  spent  some  time  in  exhoitation,  I  attempted  to  send 
them  away;  but  with  all  my  entreaties  I  could  not  prevail  on  them 
to  depart  until  night  came  on,  and  then  I  was  obliged  to  go  out 
with  them,  and  literally  force  them  from  me.  But  this  excite¬ 
ment  of  animal  feelings,  incident  to  the  commencement  of  re¬ 
vivals  of  religion,  soon  subsided,  and  the  work  has  ever  since  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  profound  silence. 

Early  in  September,  there  were  formed  many  private  associa¬ 
tions  for  prayer, — some  male,  and  some  female, — the  happy  influ¬ 
ence  of  which  has  been  manifestly  and  largely  felt.  I  never  before 
witnessed  the  communication  of  a  spirit  of  pmyer  so  earnest  and 
so  general,  nor  observed  such  evident  and  remarkable  answers  to 
prayer.  The  agonies  of  parents  have  been  such  as^to  drive  sleep 
from  their  eyes,  and  for  weeks  together,  have  been  seemingly  as 
great  as  their  nature  could  well  sustain.  And  these  parents,  in 
every  case  that  has  come  within  my  knowledge,  have  each  seve- 
i*al  children  who  are  already  numbered  among  the  hopeful  con¬ 
verts. 

Many  professors  have  been  severely  tried,  and  not  a  few  have, 
for  a  time,  given  themselves  over  for  lost.  The  J-ord  has  indeed 
come  to  search  our  Jerusalem  with  candles,  and  to  discover  the 
men  that  were  settled  on  their  lees.  Awed  by  the  majesty  of  a 
present  God,  many  could  say,  with  Moses,  “  I  exceedingly  fear 
and  quake.”  I  could  not  help  saying.  If  this  glimpse  of  light  dis*. 


sipatcs  so  many  hopes,  what  effects  will  attend  the  final  judg¬ 
ment  ! 

This  work  in  point  of  power  and  stillness,  exceeds  all  that  I 
have  ever  seen.  While  it  bears  down  every  thing  with  irresistible 
force,  and  seems  almost  to  dispense  with  Human  instrumentality, 
it  moves  with  so  much  silence  that,  unless  we  attentively  observ  e 
its  effects,  we  are  tempted,  at  times  to  doubt  whether  any  thing 
uncommon  is  taking  place.  The  converts  are  strongly  marked 
with  humility  and  self-distrust.  Instead  of  being  elated  with  con¬ 
fident  hopes,  they  are  inclined  to  tremble.  Many  of  them  possess 
deep  and  discriminating  views;  and  all,  or  almost  all,  are  bom 
into  the  distinguishing  doctrines  of  grace. 

I  suppose  that  there  arc  from  230  to  250  who  hope  that  they 
have  become  the  subjects  of  divine  grace ;  and  many  remain  still 
under  solemn  impressions,  whose  number,  1  hope,  is  almost  daily 
increasing.  The  subjects  of  this  work  are  of  all  ages,  from  nine 
years  old  to  more  than  three  score  years  and  ten;  and  of  all  charac^ 
ters,  including  drunkards,  apostates,  infidels,  and  those  who  were 
lately  malignant  opposers;  and  of  all  conditions,  including  poor 
negroes,  and  some  of  them  hoary  with  age.  1  cannot  refrain  from 
mentioning,  among  the  hopeful  converts,  three  young  gentlemen, 
of  the  first  talents  and  education,  and  of  excellent  families,  who 
have  abandoned  the  study  of  the  law,  in  which  they  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  for  two  years,  to  devote  themselves  to  the  gospel  ministry. 

We  have  had  but  one  sacrament  since  the  work  commenced, 
at  which  time  we  received  ninety-seven  new  members,  out  of  one 
hundred  and  two  persons,  who  had  been  propounded  a  fortnight 
before. 

While  we  gaze  with  wonder  and  delight  at  these  glorious  tri¬ 
umphs  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  and  weep  for  joy  to  hear  our  babes 
and  sucklings  sing  hosannas  to  the  Son  of  David,  we  cannot  but 
join  in  a  general  I'esponse,  and  cry,  “  Blessed  is  he  that  cometh 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord ;  hosanna  in  the  highest.** 

I  am,  dear  sir,  most  affectionately  yours, 

EDWARD  D.  GRIFFIN. 


MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

DEMERARA. 

As  a  missionary  from  this  Society  is  on  the  point  of  departure  for 
Dcmarara,  a  short  atcount  of  that  station  may  be  acceptable: 

The  united  colonies  of  Demerara  and  Essequibo  are  situated 
on  the  coast  of  Guiana,  in  South  America.  They  were  originally 
settled  by  the  Dutch ;  and,  except  during  a'  few  short  intervals, 
continued  in  their  possession  till  1 803^,  when  they  were  taken  by 
the  English.  In  consequence  of  this  capture,  a  considerable  num¬ 
ber  of  English  subjects,  with  large  bodies  of  negroes,  became 
settlers ;  so  that  it  is  computed  that  nine-tenths  of  the  estates  in 
the  colonies  are  now  in  the  hands  of  British  proprietors. 

The  number  of  souls  in  both  colonies  are  thought  to  amount  to 
75,000  negroes,  and  7,500  whites.  In  the  town  of  Demerara  there 
are  about  2000  inhabitants  and  600  soldiers.  The  population  of 
the  adjacent  colony  of  Surinam  is  computed  to  be  equal  to  that  of 
Demerara  and  Essequibo;  and  that  of  Berbice,  another  colony  ad¬ 
joining,  about  one-fourth  of  the  number.  It  appears,  therefore, 
that  in  these  colonies,  which  it  is  hoped  may  progressively  be¬ 
come  the  sphere  of  missionary  exeitions,  there  is  a  population  of 
180,000  souls,  for  whom  no  adequate  means  of  religious  instruc¬ 
tion  are  prepared.  In  the  town  of  Demerara  there  are  only  two 
ministers,  one  Dutch  and  one  English,  who  preach  in  the  same 
»church:  but  very  few  of  the  whites,  who  live  at  a  distance  on  their 
estates,  visit  the  church  more  than  three  or  four  times  in  the 
year;  and  the  negroes  are  left  totally  without  the  means  of  grace. 
In  Paramaribo,  the  capital  of  Surinam,  there  are  about  1500  Jews, 
who  have  a  synagogue. 

The  poor  negroes  are  said,  by  an  intelligent  traveller.  Dr. 
Pinckard,  ‘  to  show  a  disposition  towards  religion;*  but,  alas!  there 
are  none,  or  next  to  none,  disposed  to  afford  them  the  means  of 
sacred  instruction.  We  hope,  however,  some  of  the  humane 
planters  will  readily  permit  and  encourage  missionaries  to  teach 
them.  It  is  in  consequence  of  a  letter  from- one  of  those  gentle¬ 
men  that  the  present  mission  is  undertaken.  That  worthy  man 
thus  expresses  himself :  ‘  It  has  always  lain  heavy  on  my  mind, 
and  has  not  ceased  to  do  so,  that  we  only  endeavour  to  profit  by 
the  labour  of  this  people,  without  considering  that  some  among 
them  may  be  made  happy  for  ever,  by  being  made  acquainted 
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with  the  message  from  heaven,  which  offers  peace  to  fallen  man- 
kind!’ 

From  this  short  statement,  it  appears  how  loudly  the  necessi¬ 
ties  of  these  poor  injured  Africans  cry,  ‘  Come  over  and  help  us/ 

■  Thb  cry  the  directors  of  the  Missionary  Society  have  heard ; 
and^are.now  sending  a  devout  young  man  to  this  important  sta¬ 
tion.  May  that  gracious  Lord,  who  is  <  rich  to  all  that  call  upon 
him,’  favour  the  attempt  with  his  special  blessing ! 

NEW  ZEALAND. 

We  have  been  informed,  that  one  of  the  chiefs  of  New  Zea« 
land,  named  Tipee,  has  lately  paid  a  visit  to  the  English  settle-' 
ment  at  Port  Jackson,  where  he  staid  three  or  four  months.  He 
appears  to  be  a  man  of  superior  understanding :  he  was  very  in¬ 
quisitive;  and  examined  with  great  attention  the  various  manu¬ 
factories  which  were  carried  on  by  the  settlers.  He  was  particu¬ 
larly  struck  with  the  art  of  spinning  packthread  and  cord,  and 
with  weaving ;  and  expressed  his  deep  concern  that  those  arts 
were  unknown  in  his  own  country.  He  made  very  just  and  shrewd 
remarks  on  thejaw's  and  ix>licc  of  tlie  colony;  and  appeared  very 
desirous  to  take  with  him  some  arti^is,  who  might  introduce 
among  his  people  the  advantages  of  civilized  life. 

From  a  single  potatoe,  left  with  him  some  years  ago,  he  is  said 
to  have  filled  the  country  with  that  useful  root,  the  value  of  which 
he  had,  from  the  first,  the  sagacity  to  appreciate:  he  personally 
inspected  the  culture  of  it,  preserved  the  sets,  and  took  methods 
for  the  general  planting  of  them  thix>ugh  his  district.  He  is  now 
able  to  supply  European  vessels,  which  call  there,  with  that  im-  ^ 
portant  article  of  food.  We  sincerely  hope  that  it  may  please  God 
lo  communicate  to  the  people  of  that  country  the  most  invaluable 
of  all  blessings,  the  gospel  of  his  grace! 

I'RESEHVATION  OF  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT  AT  COPENHAGEN. 

A  NEW  edition  of  the  New  Testament,  in  the  Icelandic  dialect, 
has  lately  been  printed  in  Denmark^  to  encourage  which,  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  have  generously  contributed 
their  assistance.  By  a  letter  from  Gottenburgh  we  learn,  that  the 
copies  of  this  work  escaped  the  ravages  of  the  flames,  when  great  ^ 
part  of  the  city  of  Copenhagen  was  reduced  to  ashes.  Two  bombs 
entered  the  house  where  the  unbound  hooks  were  deposited,  but 
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without  injuring  them  ;  and  the  warehouse  which  contained  the 
Testaments  that  were  bound,  and  which  were  soon  to  have  been 
sent  off  to  the  Bishop  of  Iceland,  was  nearly  burnt  to  the  ground, 
that  part  only  escaping  where  they  were  standing. 

SAREPTA. 

Accordixo  to  the  last  accounts  which  we  have  received  from 
the  Scots  missionaries  in  the  Caucasus,  dated  July  16,  N.  S.  they 
w'erc  all  in  good  health ;  and  none  of  them  had  been  carried  off 
by  the  plague,  of  which  indeed  some  remains  still  appear  in  the 
country:  but  that  the  Sultan  Katigerei,  a  hopeful  young  man,  who 
was  the  only  person  in  their  settlement  that  was  attacked  by  the 
plague,  has  recovered ;  and  has  since  then  been  incorporated  by 
holy  baptism  into  the  church  of  the  believers. 


OBITUARY. 


On  the  18th  of  February,  1808,  departed  this  life,  in  the  33d 
year  of  her  age,  Mrs.  Catharine  Boyd,  a  native  and  resident  of 
Philadelphia. 

It  was  not  till  the  latter  part  of  her  life  that  she  appeared  to  be 
acquainted  with  experimental  religion ;  and  then  was  brought  to 
it,  as  often  happens,  by  the  sanctified  influence  of  affliction.  Some 
years  before  her  dissolution,  she  was  brought,  by  sickness,  appa¬ 
rently  to  the  brink  of  the  grave.  Sensible  of  her  being  unprepared 
1^  for  her  great  change,  she  was  greatly  alarmed,  and  desired^  to  see 
some  one  with  whom  she  might  convei'se  on  the  state  of  her  soul. 
This  at  first,  as  is  too  often  the  case,  was  refused  her,  under  an 
impression  that  it  would  increase  the  danger  of  her  disease.  But 
her  anxiety  was  such  as  could  not  otherwise  be  soothed;  and,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  calculations  of  her  friends,  it  was  found  that  religious 
conversation  had  a  favourable  effect  in  calming  her  mind.  She 
slowly  recovered,  and  seemed  gradually  to  lose  her  religious 
impressions.  But  though  the  cares  of  the  w  orld  and  the  tempta¬ 
tions  of  the  adversary  did,  in  a  measure,  draw  her  aside  from  an 
attention  to  the  one  thing  needful,  she,  probably,  never  lost  alto¬ 
gether  the  sense  of  eternal  things  which  she  had  in  her  sickness. 
However  that  might  be,  she  became,  within  the  two  last  years  of 
her  life,  an  earnest  seeker  of  true  religion,  and  at  length  professed 


her  hope  of  having  obtained,  through  faith,  a  personal  interest  In 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

She  had  clear  views  of  the  natural  depravity  of  the  human  * 
heart,  and  the  necessity  of  a  real  change  by  renewing  grace.  She 
considered  it  as  a  wonder  of  divine  mercy  that  God  should  conde¬ 
scend  to  save  sinners  of  our  guilty  race ;  and  especially  that  he 
should  stoop  so  low  as  to  seek  and  save  her.  ‘‘  Oh  to  grace  how 
great  a  debtor  I”  was  the  language  which  she  was  accustomed  to 
repeat  on  this  subject. 

Her  habit  of  body  was  consumptive,  and  her  ill-health  pte- 
vented  her  attending  on  public  worship,  and  private  metings  for 
prayer  and  conference,  before  she  was  entirely  confined  to  the 
house.  This  privation  she  felt  as  a  severe  trial,  cutting  her  off 
from  opportunities  of  improvement  and  comfort.  But  the  Lord 
still  supported  her.  After  being  confined  to  the  house  she,  for  a 
time,  was  affected  with  an  oppressive  drowsiness,  which  she,  at 
first,  imputed  to  the  medicine  she  had  taken,  but  at  length  dis¬ 
covered  that  it  was  a  symptom  of  her  disease.  From  this,  how¬ 
ever,  it  pleased  a  merciful  God  at  length  to  release  her  entirely. 
About  three  weeks  before  her  death  she  appeared,  indeed,  like  one 
waked  out  of  sleep.  She  possessed  remarkably  clear  and  exten¬ 
sive  views  of  divine  and  heavenly  things.  Her  recollection  and 
memory  were  lively  and  strong.  As  she  had  before  been  fiuniliar 
with  tlie  scriptures,  she  could  now  call  to  mind  and  give  a  most 
happy  arrangement  to  a  variety  of  passages,  and  show  how  all  was 
designed  and  calculated  to  point  out  the  glory  of  Christ  and  of  his 
salvation.  Her  mind  was  so  taken  up  with  heavenly  things,  that 
she  wanted  to  hear  of  nothing  else.  Nay,  her  attention  could  not 
l)c  drawn  away  from  spiritual  subjects  by  an  alarm  of  fire,  but  even 
then  she  requested  a  Christian  friend,  who  was  present,  to  unite 
with  her  in  prayer. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  English  episcopal  church,  and  had 
communed  in  that  church  before  her  sickness.  As  her  dissolution 
drew  near,  she  requested  her  pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pilmore,  to 
administer  to  her  the  holy  communion  in  her  chamber,  which^was 
done  accordingly.  By  this  she  professed  to  have  been  greatly 
comforted ;  and  observed  to  a  friend  that  Jesus  had  again  mani¬ 
fested  himself  to  her  in  the  brealcing  of  bread.  “  Oh,”  said  she, 

how  delightful  was  it  to  me  when  he  said,  Takcj  eat^  this  is  my 
body  which  is  broken  for  you.  The  blessed  Spirit  applied  it  to  my 
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soul,  as  being  indced/or  7^1^,  and  it  was  truly  a  sweet  communion 
season  to  me.”  She  was  much  pleased  with  spiritual  hymns,  and 
had  a  great  readiness  in  adapting  tliem  to  her  own  case.  During 
her  last  illness  she  used  to  repeat  Watts's  16th  hymn  of  the 
second  book,  beginning  thus : 

“  Lord  what  a  heaven  of  saving  grace 
Shines  thro’  the  beauties  of  thy  face. 

And  lights  my  passions  to  a  flame. 

Lord  how  I  love  thy  holy  name.” 

And  also  the  thirtieth  of  the  same  book,  particularly  the  following 
.Terse :  ? 

“  There  I  shall  see  his  face, 

And  never  never  sin ; 

There,  from  tlie  rivers  of  his  grace. 

Drink  endless  pleasures  in.” 

When  the  morning  of  her  departure  from  the  world  arrived, 
her  joy  arose  to  the  highest  pitch.  To  her  weeping  friends  who 
stood  around  her,  she  said,  ^  Oh,  my  friends,  could  you  behold 
what  I  do,  how  would  you  rejoice !  Rejoice  with  me,  for  I  do  re¬ 
joice.  The  brightest  sunshine  which  I  ever  beheld  is  nothing  to 
l)e  compared  with  this  day.  I  see  the  gates  of  heaven  open,  and 
angels  waiting  to  receive  my  soul.  Come,  Lord  Jesus ;  why  tarry 
thy  chariot  wheels  so  long?  I  thought  it  was  a  hard  thing  to  die. 
But  it  is  easy;  death  is  nothing.  Oh  the  glory  that  I  behold !  Not 
for  ten  thousand  worlds  would  I  wish  to  live  a  moment  longer.” 
She  then  repeated  the  following  lines  of  a  hymn : 

“  The  wondering  world  requires  to  know 
Why  I  should  love  my  Jesus  so: 

If  all  the  w’orld  my  Jesus  knew,  ^ 

Sure  all  the  world  would  love  him  too.” 

Then,  almost  overwhelmed  with  her  joyful  views,  she  cried  out, 
Oh,  Lord  1  thy  servant  is  a  clay  vessel,  and  can  hold  no  more. 

“  Let  me  in  life  and  death 
Thy  stedfast  truth  declare. 

And  publish  with  my  latest  breath 
Thy  love  and  guardian'eare.”  ^ 

This  having  done  witlvaffection  and  delight,'*and  having  sent  her 
love  to  her  absent  Christian  friends,  with  her  soul  apparently  in 
greater  vigour  than  it  had  ever  manifested  before,  she  left  the 


earthly  house  of  this  tabernacle,  for  the  ho\»e  not  made  with 
hands  eternal  in  the  heavens. 
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